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E  N  G  Y  C  L I C  A  L  L  E  T  T  E  Ft 

f 

f  OF 

;  OUR  HOLY  FATHER 

BY  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE 

POPE  LEO  XIII. 

[  -  ON 

*  THE  CONDITION  OK  LABOR 


OFFICIAL 


■  To  ox; .r  Venerable  Brethren, 

I'  All  Patriarchs,  Primates,  Arch* 

RTSHOPS,  AND  BlSHOPa  07  THE 

|  Catholic  World, 

LV  GRACE  AMD  COMMUNION  WiT  il  THE 

\  Afostolic  Fee, 

POPE  LEO  XIII. 

VENERABLE  BEET  HP  EX, 

ITea  r/j;a  aetj.>  Afostolic  Bjinediction. 

It  is  not  -urprisirg  that  the  spirit  of 
?  revolutk  '.a:  ■  j  change,  hick  ho s  long 
I.  been  predominant  in  the  nations  of  the 
■\  world,  shout  l  have  passed,  beyond  polities 
a -k!  made  its  iniiuence  felt  iu  the  cognate 
held  of  practical  economy.  The  elements 
of  a  couiliei  me  lumdslkkuble  :  the  growth 
of  industry,  end  the  surprising  discoveries 
]  of  scf  nee  ;  the  changed  relations  of  mas 
!  lot  •.  and  workmen  ;  the  enormous  fortunes 
!  o'  individuals,  and  the  poverty  of  the 
1  n la  cr  ;  the  increased  self-reliance  and 
ti.A  cloi.ai-  mutual  coin  bin?  lion,  of  the 
•:  oi  ting  jjop’d  d  ioi  i  ;  and,  finally,  a 

i  :  •  mo»  i  •  Rural  ion.  Thcraomen- 

|i  A’  v  w  -  f  l.:j.e  prot out  state  of 

•  Abe  ju A  i"  nil-  werj  miu-.l  with 

painful  apprcU  Fsion  ;  vise  melt  ditcufts 

;  i*  •  r  •  '  ■■■  ■ ;  i 

Jm  up  <,  tiiig.,,  ,  <■  1  sovereign 

pumay  all  arc  occupied  with  it — and 
there  is  nothing  which  has  a  deeper  hold 
on  public  attention. 

Therefore,  Venerable  Brethren,  as  on 
former  occasions,  when  it  seemed  oppor¬ 
tune  to  refute  false  teaching,  We  have 
addressed  you  in  the  interests  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  common  weal,  and 


TIiAXSLA  tiox. 


Ixave  issued  Letters  on  Political  .Power  eo 
Human  Liberty,  on.  the  Chris t b ?i  Co*  a 
tution  of  the  State,  and  on  shr.iLn  w.  - 
jects,  so  now  We  have  tb ought  it  ■  -f 
to  speak  on 

The  Condition  of  I  a  A. 

It  is  a matte?  on  v  Inch  A cleave  t  j . 
once  or  twice  already.  Bui  iu  P  L  T 
the  respond  bill  ,y  of  the  Ay  .  w.  • 
urges  Us  to  tread  tin  question  e-, 
and  at  length,  in  order  that  tU  w  •  • 
no  mistake  as  to  the  prim:;  *  . 
truth  and  ju:  Lice  dictate  for  ii-,  a.  1 
TIic  discussion  is  net  ea  y,  n.  i  U  i;  t. 
from  danger.  It  is  not  ewq  to  d  '  • 
relative  rights  and  the  mutual  cU  f 
the  wod thy  and  of  the  poor,  of  <  . 
and  of  labor.  And  the  dr  age;  hi. 
thb,  that  crafty  agT.dors  coust”' it’1  ■ 
use  ol  these  dispiucu  to  p:-i  v  !  * 

judgments  and  to  stir  up  tin  ; 
sedition. 

But  all  agree,  and  there  wo  b  j  ;m  • 
lion  vyfcr  Lever,  that  some  u  medy  •  a  ■ 
found,  and  quickly  four*  1,  to:,  tU  . 
and  v.  l-otchcine.A  which  pw  ,in  }•  ,  i 

at  this  moment  o;  the  3<.n  .  jo 
the  vcij  poor.  Ti.c  untie-  .,  v  w.  , 
Guilds  were  dosPvv  rd  i  Ml  w- 
a. id  no  oilier  orgu  1 ;  •  •*.>.»  le  >' 

Public  institutions  and  tin  1  .  ;  •. 

repudiated  the  aiuleut  religion, 
by  degrees  it  has  come  to  pass  th  i  v.  l  1 
ing  Men  Lave  been  given  ovew  i  of  ud 
and  defenceless,  to  the  ealloowm  <>■  ol 
employers  and  the  greed  of  uiireA  i  Hned 
competition.  The  evil  has  been,  in  area  >  i 
by  rapacious  Usury,  which,  although 
more  than  once  coudemtnul  b)  the 
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Church,  is  nevertheless.  under  a  different 
form  but  with  the  same  guilt,  still  prac¬ 
tised  by  avaricious  and  grasping  men. 
And  to  tills  must  be  added  the  custom  of 
working  by  contract,  and  the  concentra¬ 
tion  of  so  many  branches  of  trade  in  the 
jb  mds  of  a  few  individuals,  so  that  a 
small  number  of  very  rich  men  have  been 
able  to  lay  upon  the  masses  of  the  poor 
a  yoke  little  better  than  slavery  itself. 

Socialists  and  Private  Property. 

To  remedy  these  evils  the  Socialists. 
working  on  the  poor  man’s  envy  of  the 
rich,  endeavor  to  destroy  private  property, 
and  maintain  that  individual  possessions 
should  become  the  common  property  of 
all,  to  be  administered  by  the  State  or  by 
municipal  bodies.  They  hold  that,  by 
thus  transferring  property  from  private 
persons  to  the  community,  the  present 
evil  state  of  things  will  be  set  to  rights, 
1  eeause  each  citizen  will  then  have  his 
equal  share  of  whatever  there  is  to  enjo}1. 
But  their  proposals  are  so  clearly  futile 
for  all  practical  purposes,  that  if  they 
were  carried  out  the  working  man  him¬ 
self  would  be  among  the  first  to  suffer. 
Moreover  they  are  emphatically  unjust, 
because  they  would  rob  the  lawful  posses¬ 
sor,  bring  the  State  into  a  sphere  that  is 
not  its  own,  and  cause  complete  confusion 
in  the  community. 

If  is  surely  undeniable  that,  when  a 
man  engages  in  remunerative  labor,  the 
ery  reason  and  motive  of  his  work  is  to 
xs\  bun  property,  and  to  hold  it  as  his  own 
private  possession.  If  one  man  hires 
out  to  another  he's  strength  or  his  industry, 
be  doc-  this  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
in  return  what  is  necessary  for  food  and 
living  ;  he  thereby  expressly  proposes  to 
wo  mire  a  full  and  real  right,  not  only  to  the 
•  wrwner;  uod,  but  also  to  the  disposal  of 
*V  i  remuneration  as  he  pleases.  Thus, 
lie  lives  sparingly,  saves  money,  and 
L'vw.’s  his  savings,  for  greater  security, 
w  )  roly. he  laud  in  such  a  case  is  only  his 
•v;.'W  in  another  form  ;  and,  conce¬ 
it',  »  Py.  t  working  man’s  little  estate  thus 
■  iirvd  shot1  hi  be  a 5  complvejy  at  his 
Qh 0  id  --pawl  as  the  wages  K*  receives  for 
1  jr  Ik  labor.  But  it  is  precisely  in  this 
*  /  01"  dap  oral  that  own: erst  ip  consists, 
S*  l»  -oTu  the  property  he  land  01  movable 
i?dcB.  Tiie  Socialists ,  tlierefore,  in 
•web  ovorinl!  to  transfer  the  possessions  of 
individuals  to  the  community,  strike  at 
ihn  interests  of  every  wage- earner,  for 
’  •»  jV  deprive  him  of  the  liberty  of  dispos- 
i  of  hi:  wages,  and  thus  of  all  hope 


and  possibility  jr  increasing  his  stolck  and 
of  bettering  his  condition  in  life.  \ 

Man’s  Natural  Right  to  Private  Property* 
"What  is  of  still  wvTer  importance, 
hov  ;vcr,  '/  :hu  the  .-w  ly  they  propose 
is  r,  .uni ft-. ...gah>t  I;  ce.  Tor  evei^v 
man  ho.:  by  not -.we  the  r.ght  to  possess 
properly  m  hi-  '  mv  Tins  is  one  of  the 
chief  puiwU  :  '  •bsif., ndou  between  man 
and  ;i  v  u.uiu-c'  Tor  the  brute 

has  /»o  pc  .  of  m-f  k  ection,  but  is 
gover  » wi  by  i.vo  cub;.  Blinds,  wdiich 
keep  1  b  y./ccis  alert,  move  him  to  use 
his  strength,  and  determine  him  to  action 
without  the  power  of  choice.  These 
instincts  are  self-preservation  and  the 
propagation  of  the  species.  Both  can 
attain  their  purpose  by  means  of  things 
which  are  close  at  hand  ;  beyond  their 
surroundings  the  brute  creation  cannot 
go,  for  they  are  moved  to  action  by 
sensibility  alone,  and  by  the  things 
which  sense  perceives.  But  with  man  it 
is  different  indeed.  He  possesses,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  full  perfection  of  animal 
nature,  and  therefore  he  enjoys,  at  least, 
as  much  as  the  rest  of  the  animal  race, 
the  fruition  of  the  things  of  the  body. 
But  animality,  however  perfect,  is  far 
from  being  the  whole  of  humanity,  and 
is  indeed  humanity’s  humble  handmaid, 
made  to  serve  and  obey.  It  is  the  mind, 
or  the  reason,  which  is  the  chief  thing 
in  us  who  are  human  beings  ;  it  is  this 
which  makes  a  human  being  human,  and 
distinguishes  him  essentially  and  com¬ 
pletely  from  the  brute.  And  on  this 
account  —  viz.,  that  man  alone  among 
animals  possesses  reason  —  it  must  be  • 
within  his  right  to  have  things  not  merely 
for  temporary  and  momentary  use,  as 
other  living  beings  have  them,  but  in 
stable  and  permanent  possession ;  he 
must  have  not  only  things  which  perish 
in  the  using,  but  also  those  which,  though 
used,  remain  for  use'  in  the  future. 

This  becomes  still  more  clearly  e video . 
if  we  consider  man’s  nature  a  little  more 
deeply.  Tor  man,  comprehending  by  the 
power  of  his  reason  tilings  innuuieiable. 
and  joining  the  future  with  the  pres  cat  — 
being,  moreover,  the  master  of  his  own 
acts  —  governs  binr-elf  by  the  foresight  of 
his  counsel,  under  the  eternal  lav  a  al  tic 
power  of  God  Whose  Providence  governs  . 
all  things.  'Wherefore  it  is  in  his  pore, 
to  exercise  his  choice  not  only  on  thing - 
which  regard  his  present  wr  el  Cure,  but  also 
on  those,  winch  will  be  for  his  advantage 
in  time  to  come.  Hence  man  not  only 


by. 


MAR  1 0  1972 

"  fJ^nY  of  io5> 


THE  ENCYCLICAL  LETTER. 


s 


can  possess  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  certain  obsolete  opinions  should  now  be 
but  also  the  earth  itself  ;  for  of  the  revived  in  opposition  to  what  is  here  lab! 
products  of  the  earth  he  can  make  pro-  down.  We  are  told  that  it  is  right  for 
vision  for  the  future.  Man’s  needs  do  not  private  persons  to  have  the  use  "of  the 
die  out,  but  recur  ;  satisfied  to-day,  they  soil  and  the  fruits  of  their  land,  but  that 
demand  new  supplies  to-morrow.  Mature ,  it  is  unjust  for  any  one  to  possess  a - 
therefore,  owes  to  man  a  storehouse  that  owner  either  the  land  on  which  Ire  hus 
shall  never  fail,  the  daily  supply  of  his  built  or  the  estate  which  he  has  cultivated, 
dull}  wants.  And  this  he  finds  only  in  JJut  those  who  assert  this  do  not  perceive 
the  inexhaustible  fertility  of  the  earth.  that  they  are  robbing  man  of  what  his 
Nor  must  we,  at  this  stage,  have  re-  own  labor  has  produced.  For  the  coil 
course  to  the  State.  which  is  tilled  and  cultivated  with  toil 

Man  is  Older  than  the  State;  l111^  utterly  changes  its  condition  ; 

,  +  ,  ...  ,  it  was  wild  before,  it  is  now  fruitful  :  it 

-pr.p  ngp  of  providing  for  was  ba  aud  n’mv  it  brh  folth'  j;i 

the  life  of  his  body  prior  to  the  formation  abundanco.  That  which  has  Unis  all e-ed 
of  any  State.  And  to  say  that  Cod  lias  improved  it  becomes  so  trulv  ua>-i  of 
given  the  earth  to  the  use  and  enjoyment  itself  t0  be  in  ,vroat  measure iudf.iV 
of  the  universal  human  race  is  not  to  cashable  and  inseparable  from  it.  Is’ it, 
aeny  that  there  can  be  private  property.  just  that  the  fruit  of  a  man’s  sweet  a>»! 
ror  God  has  granted  tlic  earth  to  man-  jahor  should  be  enjoyed  by  anotliv,- ?  J  s 
reneral :  not  m  the  souse  that  all  elIeets  follow  their  cause,  so  it  is  just  and 

right  that  the  results  of  labor  should  In- 


kind  in  general  ;  not  in  the  sense  that  all 
without  distinction  can  deal  with  it  as 
they  please,  but  rather  that  no  part  of  it 
hr  r  been  assigned  to  any  one  in  particular, 
and  that  the  limits  of  private  possession 
have  been  left  to  be  iixed  b y  man’s  own 
industry  and  the  laws  of  individual 
peoples.  Moreover  the  earth,  though 
divided  among  private  owners,  ceases  not 
Thereby  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  all  ; 
for  there  is  no  one  who  does  not  live  on 
what  the  land  brings  forth.  Those  who 
do  not  possess  the  soil,  contribute  their  conformii"' 
Tbor  ;  so  that  it  may  be  truly  said  that 
all  human  subsistence  L  derived  either 
horn  labor  on  one’s  own  land,  or  from 
i  om  j  laborious  industry  which  is  paid  for 
dtl  or  in  the  produce  of  the  land  itself  or 
h  thrl  which  is  exchanged  for  What  the 
hind  brings  forth. 

If CiV ,  again,  vre  have  another  proof 
that  private  ownership  is  according  to 
m  lure's  law.  For  that  which  is  required 
live  preservation  of  life,  and  for  life’s 
‘well-being,  is  produced  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  by  tlie  earth,  hut  not  until  man  has 
■  nought  it  into  cultivation  and  lavished 
upon  it  his  care  and  skill.  Now,  when 

i  n  thus  spends  the  industry  of  his  mind 
.uid  the  strength  of  ins  body  in  procuring 
i  ij  •  -f”  its  oi  nature,  by  that  act  Jnj  makes 
lb-,  own  that  portion  of  nature's  field 
ul  id  lie  cultivate.'  -that  portion  on 


long  to  him  who  has  labored. 

With  reason,  therefore,  the  common, 
opinion  of  mankind,  little  affected  by  the 
few  dissentients  who  have  imiinLiimd 
the  opposite  view,  has  found  in  the  slosh 
of  nature,  and  in  the  lav/  of  Narine  her  ¬ 
self,  the  foundations  of  the  divisim.  of 
property,  and  has  consecrated  by  tin 
practice  of  all  ages  the  principle  of  pl*r\  v 
ownership,  as  being  pre-emimv. 1  iv  in 
witlx  liumau  nature,  i  .*d  a 
conducing  in  the  most  unmisu  tab  j 
manner  to  the  peace  and  tranqudaiy  cf 
life.  The  same  principle  i-;  o.» 
and  enforced  by  Hie  civil  lows  — 
laws  which,  as  long  as  they  ai\;  juw 
derive  their  binding  lorce  from  ihu  hr:  ' 
nature.  The  authority  of  ihc  imi 
Taw  adds  it^>  sanction,  forbidding  l-  :  p. 
the  gravest  terms  even  to  covet  ih- 
which  is  another’s: — Thou  siuct 
covet  thy  nciyhbor's  wife  ;  nor  ids  . 
nor  his  field,  nor  Ids  niad-sercant ,  tv*  j,'\ 
maidservant ,  nor  his  ox ,  nor  his  c.-s,  ;  . 
unylhiny  which  is  his. 1 

Man’s  Natural  Right  a  ad  KLs 
ana  .Domestic  Duties. 

The 


nghiS  Here  spoken  of,  beiengm 
to  each  individual  man,  are  seen  jn 
much  stronger  light  if  they  are 
side  red  in  lelatiou  to  man’s  social 


co  ti¬ 
ll  iid 


-  lech  he  leave-*,  as  it  were,  the  irnpicss 

•jf  1  own  pei7.0JJS.iiiy  ;  f  ml  it  Cannot  but  domestic"  obligation*, 
i.c  just  the  l  be  should  possess  that  ltt  choosing  a  state  of  life,  it  is  iu,n. 
i  »»  hls  »'vn,  and  should  have  a  putable  that  all  are  at  full  liber  v  -  hV 

•i-ht  to  keep  it  without  molestation.  t0  follow  the  counsel  of  Jesus  Cli-isi 
c  I  rgiunonts  are  so  strong  and 


Then 


■u'ivincing  that  it  seems  surprising  that 


1  Deuteronomy  v.  21. 


Ep.  'hi-.  X.JVC  i  CJjI 

10  virgin:  ty,  or  to  enter  info  the  bonds  of 
mvrv_.e.  Xo  human  law  con  abolish 
i‘. e  natural  and  primitive  right  of  mar- 
'  .  .  or  in  any  way  limit  the  chief  and 
<r:i  -_q  al  puvpcsa  ol  marriage,  ordained 
.  .  God's  a, ■•hority  from  the  beginning. 

.  G‘U?  wr ’*'0?;,.  1  Thus  we  have 
•  A  ha: ails  :  the  •*  -dev  ”  of  a  man’s 
;r.\  ■  i  household  ;  a  solely  limited  indeed 
numbers,  but  a  true  u  society,” 
auu  *ior  to  every  kind  of  State  or  nation, 
id*  rights  and  duties  of  its  own,  totally 
!  A  A pendent  of  the  commonwealth. 

Tiir-  right  of  property,  there!  ore,  which 
b.vs  been  proved  to  belong  naturally  to 
b'.  r'  ideal  persons,  must  also  belong  to  a 
non  in  ids  capacity  of  head  of  a  family  ; 
nay,  oilL  a  person  must  possess  this  right 
Su  nm-'h  the  naro  clearly  in  proportion 
v  ha  position  multiples  his  duties,  For 
h  is  a  most  scared  lew  of  nature  that  a 
'ad  er  must  provide  food  and  all  neces- 
: ; .  bu  for  those  v  horn  he  has  begotten  ; 
|.ii  l,  similarly,  nature  dictates  that  a  man's 
w'  r:n,  who  carry  on,  as  it  were,  and 
V  .-:  •  Lute  '';s  own  personality,  should  be 
1  :  died  by  him  with  all  that  is  nee  'ful 
■  w.' vie  mem  honorably  to  keep  tin wo¬ 
rn  f: oni  want  and  misery  in  the  uim-r- 
.  of  this  rwd  life.  X  ov  in  m 
wh  e  way  can  a  father  effect  this  except 
w  d  y.  'yy'  i,  or  printable  property, 
,w':-  .  nrj  can  transmit  to  hi:  chddren  by 
w...j  wi  -  w:  A  it  roily,  no  let.  than  a 
i:  .aw.  is.  as  The  lw?  said.  ca  time  society, 
f  arced  by  a  power  within  itse'w  that  is 
i  i  w, y.  by" the  father.  Wherefore,  pro- 
-  -  :■  f  bus  limits  lie  not  i  ;  ? greeted.,  which 
f  me  p_:  w-w\wd  by  the  very  purposes  for 
v  filch  it  exists,  the  ramify  ivy  at  least, 
u  1  byhv  w.  the  State  in  tk  _  choice 
:  :•  i  vjwtbf  of  those  thmg:  which  are 
to  it s  preservation  and  its  just 

I  ...D.wi!  , . 

Vi i  n.  >,  at  least  cqvvl  rights  :  for  since 
vide  houseii'dd  is  ci  Twor  i  oih 
!  lo  i  a.*  ■  in  fwt  P'  the*  rwi  vox  of 
'  t  Lii”  C.  <W?'  ;.0’jW-’'b  t!  -  je*.  fui 

to  1  b,d_. 

m»  .  i  p.  ■  ;  and 

■  ■  b  W.  -  .  b  v!  ].  w  •  . 

3^  iV  »,:d-  .cis  *  J  ?.  r I .*•  — that  is  to  w  i , 
j  -  ,  /  :  w  '  • 

i  iti  t*.  *"i  1  l*i  whin.  W|  or  .  .  w  the 
tjf  tiio  blnfe  hindrance  i"  W  d  of 
l  b.  m-d  Tb  w  !  tl  dr  rid  4  >  cd  ed 

iu  cf  bring  proUAvi,  •uoh  ■vr.vk- 
Aw.  v  ere  rather  to  bo  royvdbwd  than 
nought  ;-f W. 
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The  State  31  ay  Not  Abolish  nor  Absorb 
Paternal  Kiglits, 

The  idea,  then,  that  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment  should,  at  its  own  discretion,  pene¬ 
trate  and  pervade  the  family  and  the 
household,  is  a  great  and  pernicious  mis¬ 
take.  True,  if  a  family  finds  itself  in 
great  difficulty,  utterly  friendless,  and 
without  prospect  of  help,  it  is  right  that 
extreme  nceessit}'  be  met  by  public  aid  ; 
for  each  family  is  a  pari  of  the  common¬ 
wealth.  In  like  manner,  if  within  the 
walls  of  the  household  there  occur  grave 
disturbance  of  mutual  riglits,  the  public 
power  must  interfere  to  force  each  party 
to  give  the  other  what  is  due  ;  for  this  is 
not  to  rob  citizens  of  their  rights,  but 
justly  and  properly  to  safeguard  and 
strengthen  them.  Put  the  rulers  of  the 
State  must  go  no  further  :  nature  bids 
them  stop  here.  Paternal  authority  can 
neither  be  abolished  by  the  State,  nw 
absorbed  ;  for  it  has  the  same  source  as 
human  life  itself:  u  The  child  belongs 
to  the  father,”  and  is,  as  it  were,  the 
continuation  of  the  father’s  personality  ; 
and,  to  speak  with  strictness,  the  child 
t?  kes  its  place  in  civil  society  net  in  in 
own  right,  but  in  its  quality  as  a  member 
of  the  family  in  which  it  is  beg.'-  •  m 
And  it  is  for  the  very  reason  that  4-  tk  ;• 
child  belongs  to  the  father”  they  as  Sr 
Thomas  of  Aqtun  say.,  “before  it  a-;  b 
the  use  of  free- trill,  it  i:  in  the  now  wr 
care  of  its  peiwnW.”1  The  Soeib' w 
therefore,  in  setting  aside  the  pf.iwu.  r 
intro  cluck:  g  the  pi  or  id  once  of  the  bw. 
act  a/joAnzt  v.cRvrcr  justice,  and  thw  w  w 
the  very  existence  of  .it  mily  life. 

And  such inte-l'crenc*.  •  i  nr :  oj dy  Vig ; 
but  is  quite  certain  lo  hav-  ,  < '  d ' •• 
all  classes  of  citizens,  and.  »o  s*»bje .  t" 
to  odious  and  i  itolercbb-  sh  vwg 
would  open  the  door  to  envy,  v 
speaking,  and  to  qu  ww-A  .g  ;  U  •.  v. 
of  vmalth  won.M  ih  mA'  v  run  by. 
no  one  would  A  ve  •  w  i  •wrest  r.  c:w. 
ii!g  his  talert  >  or  LG  irbw  wry  ;  iu  T  : 
idvW-1  equ  ity  *.d  whb'b  so  mud  i 
vw.w.q  n  tv.  iky,  hi  \  c-'W  '  Ming  J* 
rdl  to  tie  £  i'C  cond.vi.  .n  o  nb  ■  j  :*li 
di  d  vnor. 

Tina  it  .  dw  i?  4  tk  ’:„v  (vk 
SocioJ'  ■  m  i’1  j  cm  •  •  ;  • ' *> 4 y  o"  ••  ^ 

be  uuerlv  rejoctuvi  ;  lur  it  wuiikl  in,  u 
those  whom  it  is  iulcndcil  lo  hem  fit,  i 
■“'ould  be  contrary  to  the  iwiural  i-ighu-  <. 
mankind,  and  it  vrotn’d  introduce  cu  b. 
sion  and  (iho^dvr  into  the  cominoms  c  'if1 

iSt.  Tlinma.-j,  tSun  i"  (.  7  A <:•-/('» .y be,  ‘J  i  ?:i*  O.  - 
Art.  12. 


i  Gene  us  i.  2w 


THE  ENCYCLICAL  LETTER. 


(Our  first  and  most  fundamental  principle, 
therefore,  when  we  undertake  to  alleviate 
1  the  condition  of  the  masses,  must  be  the 
|  inviolability  of  private  property.  This 
}  laid  down,  We  go  on  to  show  where  we 
|!  must  find  the  remedy  that  we  seek. 

|  The  Church  Alone  Can  Solve  the  Social 
r  '  Problem. 

We  approach  the  subject  with  confi¬ 
dence,  and  in  the  exercise  of  the  rights 
which  belong  to  Us.  For  no  practical 
solution  of  this  question  will  ever  be 
found  without  the  assistance  of  lleligion 
and  of  the  Church.  It  is  We  who  are  the 
chief  guardian  of  lieligion,  and  the  chief 
dispenser  of  what  belongs  to,  the  Church, 
f  and  we  must  not  by  silence  neglect  the 
duty  which  lies  upon  Us.  Doubtless  this 
\  most  serious  question  demands  the  atten- 
*  and  the  efforts  cr  others  besides  Ourselves 
—  of  the  rulers  of  States,  of  employers  of 
labor,  of  the  wealthy,  and  of  the  work- 
I:  ing  population  themselves  for  whom  We 
plead.  But  We  affirm  without  hesitation, 
l  that  all  the  striving  of  men  will  be  vain  if 
jj  they  leave  out  the  Church.  It  is  the 

I  Church  that  proclaims  from  the  Gospel 
those  teachings  by  which,  the  conflict  can 
i  be  put  an  end  to,  or  at  lea  .1  made  far  less 
I  biller  ;  the  Church  uses  its  efforts  not 
>  only  Lv  cnlq-Meu  the  mind,  but  to  direct 
\  by  its  prompts  the  life  and  conduct  of 
|  nun:  •  the  C’hvrch  improves  and  amelio.v- 
|  i  )•  co  s'itku*  of  the  vy cuffing  man  by 

;  r  i  .  u. ' s , ! ^  useful  organizations  ;  does  its 
bc-i  .<•  ci  T -si,  the  services  of  all  ranks  in 
ffi  a  -  tag  cP'd  endeavoring  to  meet,  in  tbe 
{  mo  t  puck  d  way,  the  claims  of  the 
wo:f  i  and  acts  on  the  decided 

r  thesr.  purposes  recourse 

.  should  b  •  h.  in  due  me  a  sine  and  degree, 
to  the  hffp  o'  the  law  and  of  State  author- 

itj  - 

1  w  .  1-  k  T  down,  in  the  first  place, 
ff  •  no  mb-  iij't  remain  as  it  he  It  b 
>  r  ■  reduee  hitman  society  to  a 
'■el.  'J  In  h'n'L'UsU  may  do  Ha  ir  ut- 
t  -  h-  .  rriv.iug  against  nature  is 
•  ••I  (orally  exist  among  i  ,;"i 
e  dit<  creuco.s  of  ilie  most 
i  v;  1  >!  u  lit  kind  ;  people  diiuo-  in  capnbiF 
p-  1  1  dll  )!'  h  0  -i.  *<  ,  ui.'  ff  -I  Uz.Uv ; 

t  nd  inv.pi,  :  jo  n  no  is  a  none..  :ny  result 
of  in oqu;  lit \  i)\  condition.  Such  inequal¬ 
ity  U  far  from  being  disadvantageous 
either  to  individuals  or  to  tlie  community; 
sue!  J  and  public  life  can  only  go  on  by 
the  help  of  various  kinds  of  capacity  and 
the  playing  of  many  parts,  and  each  man, 
i  as  a  rule,  chooses  the  part  which  pecul¬ 


iarly  suits  his  case.  As  regards  P 
labor,  even  had  man  never  fallen  fm» 
the  state  of  innocence,  he  would  not  1. 
been  wholly  unoccupied  ;  but  that  wl.it 
would  then  have  been  bus  free  choice  .  *  . 
his  delight,  became  afterwards  comm 
soiy,  and  the  painful  expiation  of  his 
Cursed  be  the  earth  in  thy  vjorh  ;  in  • 
labor  thou  shall  eat  of  it  all  the  eh  ; 
thy  life.1  In  like  manner,  the  other  p?.ff. 
and  hardships  of  life  will  Lave  no  end  o 
cessation  on  this  earth;  for  the  c 
quenecs  of  sin  are  bitter  and  Lav’ 
bear,  and  they  must  be  with  imp.  m  1  ; 
as  life  lasts.  To  suffer  and  to  cel  • 
therefore,  is  tbe  lot  of  hum;  nffiy  ;  let  i 
try  as  they  may,  no  strength  *ud  im 
fice  will  ever  succeed  in  bmbUm 
human  life  the  ills  and  troubles  wV  -1 
set  it.  If  any  there  are  who  pi  U  m 
ferently  —  who  liold  out  to  a  h;  -  >1  iv 
people  freedom  from  ])ain  am  u 
undisturbed  repose,  and  con  •  v  c«P 
ment  —  they  cheat  the  people  a  mi  i  j  i 
upon  them,  and  their  lying 
only  make  tlie  evil  worse  tk  m  '• 
There  is  nothing  more  useful  <1  >• 
at  the  world  as  it  redly  b  !  be.  • 
same  time  to  look  ek-ewJicro  ■'  •  •  i  *i  1 

to  its  troubles. 

Tbe  Ci? j  fslffux  Jute:  y- p u  f  r  -<  a  r 

U\l  ai!/l  Aakm. 

The  gi'Crt  miff ake  tob  b  •*.  b 
mailer  now  uudi  r  ccr'Ae  :  ■  • 
possess  oneblf  o.-  the  id*  id  «.  ■-.m 
naturally  hostile  to  civ-  •  *. i  I  •  i  : 

poor  are  intended  by  ,n.  ■  .  • 

war  with  one  aroiber.  S  »  ,  , 

so  fah>e.  is  this  view,  that  il  e  c- i 
trary  is  the  truth,  Ji-.t  m  lb 
of  the  human  body  b  tm  rc  - •  • 

disposition  of  the  mon.bcn*  b  , 
so  in  a  Stale  it  is  ordained  b\  u  •» 
these  two  claves  ;  h»>  tLl  .  i.-,l  '•  ;  « 

and  agree.mejit,  and  shou-b,  •  ■ 

fit  into  one  anotln  r,  ^  >  ;v  > o  m  ;  i. 
equilihriu'O  of  ihc  J.ody  }t ' ? *>.• 
requitm  the  other;  capital  c  <  •  •'  •'! 
out  labor,  nor  l‘  bo*  wi  1  •  ;  ■■  i>: 

v><  1  r  jTce'*H-ni  r(  u It ^  in  jd--  •  • 
good  order  ;  perpetual  epnlboi  iw.v- 
pL-oU  c  ,'j  l  i.r  ffv  ion  a  u  1  m  .  • 
in  }»rev^ming  such  suite  ;  ■  b  * 
making  it  impossible,  th -•  u,  . 
Christianity  is  marvellous  and  land  .  i 
First  of  all,  there  is  nothing  more  p 
ful  than  lieligion  (of  which  the  Cbu  bi 
the  interpreter  and  guardian)  in  d*\o,i  ig 
rich  and  poor  together,  by  reunii  lil'g  cor’ 

1  Genesis  iii.  17. 


\tlica:.  letter. 


•  •  --  of  in  uw.hw  to  the  other,  nod  espe- 
C  ot  iho  duties  of  juf-tiec.  Thus  Re- 

teaches  the  laboring  man  and  the 

•  in.; an  to  carry  out  honestly  and  well 
.'i  c  jaiir.ble  agreement t*  freely  made  never 
i  i .-hire  enpitcl,  nor  to  outrage  the  person 

:  nuphwer  ;  never  to  employ  violence 
i  « -  )  recoil  ting  Ins  or,  n  cv.ne,  nor  to  en- 
v  in  iio:  and  disorder  ;  and  to  have 

•  d  Eg  to  do  with  men  of  ey  ii  principles, 
■f  bo  '\  ork  upon  the  people  with  artful 

-  .  .  ides,  and  raise  foolish  hopes  which 
v:  .Ely  end  in  disaster  and  in  repentance 
.  heir  too  late.  Religion  teach  os  the  rich 
5 .tm  and  the  employer  that  tlieir  work- 
)  cii  are  not  their  slaves;  that  they 

■  as  i  le.-pect  in  every  man  his  dignity  as 
:  van  and  as  a  Christian  ;  that  labor  is 

m  king  to  be  ashamed  of,  if  we  listen  to 
rigid  reason  and  to  Christian  philosophy, 

. is  an  honorable  employment,  enabling 
ii  a  •  to  sustain  his  life  in  an  upright  and 
I.. edit  able  way  ;  and  that  it  is  shameful 

•  1  inhuman  to  treat  men  like  chattels  to 
. '  he  money  by.  or  to  look  upon  them 
i'u.vTy  as  so  much  muscle  or  physical 

■  •  or.  Thus,  again,  Religion  teaches 

.  as.  among  the  -  workman’s  concerns 

*  Religion  herself,  and  things  spiritual 

'  '  m  -vral,  the  employer  is  bound  to  see 

d  c.  he  has  time  for  the  duties  of  piety  ; 

'  -o  he  be  not  exposed  to  corrupting  in- 
M  and  dangerous  occasions;  and 

'  ■  1 ; c  be  nmt  led  away  to  neglect  his 

i  ....  nr  f?m.ily  or  to  squander  his  wages. 

h  .  roc  hi.  the  employer  must  never 
’  x  '  •  ;  ■  oRr- people  bey  on  d  their  st  length , 

*■  orh.v  them  in  work  mi  suit  eel  to 

■  •  -h  1  :a.  •  age.  His  great  and  min  dual 

ion  is  to  give  to  every  one  that 
is  just.  Doubtless  before  we  can 
d  .  •'hie  Oilier  wages  are  adequate,  many 

•  -  hayw  to  be  considered  ;  hut  rich 
t\n masters  should  rmnemb er  this  — 

IftU  ui  exercise  pressure  for  the  -she  of 
I  i  •  l’l  ot]  the  indigent;  and  irr>  decline, 

•  E  !v  once s  profit  our  op  Cm  need 
»"•»  ^i»ih  ••  is  Cf'.idc •;  h  by  El  ]"“  •. 

lJ'  1  •  .  •  «•  i  d  buM..  To  d  tht"il  I",-;  rj\\ o 
*  IE;  ,  ]  f  H  i  '.I  iRvrP 

•  '  hire  01  the  c  v  rtfo  .  .  .  lihi'R. 

■  C;',’  he-.  ■».  '  •/ 

Ek  f"j  •:/  }'  -  •'  /o.;/  ri 

I  1  1  j  UiL  .Lf.n‘(i  <  j  ’ii  '  1.  0 t li , 1 

•  .  Tin-  rich  mi.  t  r\  li,. ho1,  -V  *\  ;  oca 
P>ft>  *•:  }irj  flown  the  wojbo.i  i.h  C a?  o- 
jms  >  "JiLlj  by  force,  by  fraud,  oi  by 
T*  •:  h  f  (boding ;  and  y.ilb  ihc  mom 

5  SU  J  fjK-,  V.  4. 


reason  because  the  poor  man  is  weak  and 
unprotected,  and  because  his  slender 
means  should  be  sacred  in  proportion  to 
their  scantiness. 

TTere  these  precepts  carefully  obeyed 
and  folloyved,  would  not  strife  die  out 
and  cease  ? 

But  the  Church,  with  Jesus  Christ  for 
its  Master  and  Guide,  aims  higher  still. 
.It  lays  down  precepts  yet  more  perfect, 
and  tries  to  bind  class  to  class  in  friendli¬ 
ness  and  good  understanding.  The  things 
of  this  earth  cannot  be  understood  or  val¬ 
ued  rightly  without  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  life  to  come,  the  life  that  will  last 
forever.  Exclude  the  idea  of  futurity, 
and  the  veiy  notion  of  what  is  good  and 
right  would  perish  ;  nay,  the  vdi ole  sys¬ 
tem  of  the  universe  would  became  a  dark 
and  unfathomable  mystery.  The  grea! 
truth  which  yve  learn  from  IN  at  ure  her¬ 
self  is  also  the  grand  Christian  dogma  on 
yyhich  Religion  rests  as  on  its  base  --tbr-. 
when  yve  have  done  with  this  present  1  fu¬ 
tile  n  we  shall  really  begin  to  live.  God 
has  not- created  us  for  the  perishable  and 
transitory  things  of  earth,  but  for  tilings 
heavenly  and  everlasting;  lie  has  giv.n 
us  this  world  as  a  place  of  exile,  and  not 
as  our  true  country.  Money,  and  the  other 
things  which  men  call  good  and  desk  Em. 
—  we  may  hr  re  them  in  abuncVnr-A  or 
yve  may  want  them  altogether  ;  as  far  r- 
eternal  happiness  is  concerned,  it  ir  no 
matter;  the  only  thing  that  is  in*  purl -a.  - 
is  to  use  them  aright.  Jesus  Gird  T,  when 
He  redeem  as  with  plentiful  red:  mn E-  , 
took  not  a;  ,  av  the  pains  and  so?:  ov,  - 
which  in  sir.h  large  proportion  moke  i<; 
the  texture  of  our  mortal  life  ;  lie  t.anw 
formed  them*  into  motives  of  virtue  and 
occasions  of  merit  :  and  no  mao  can  hope 
for  eternal  reward  unless  lie  follow  in  ike 
blood-stained  footprints  of  his  Saviour, 
If  we  suffer  with  Him ,  toe  shell  oHo  rrmjn 
with  Him.1  His  labors  and  Hi-  wVr 
ingb,  accepted  by  His  oy-u  free  v;  •!? ,  k. 
mar  cello i.i sj}r  sy/eet/med  all  snuV.iing  i  ~ 
rdJ  labo)’.  And  not  only  by  irIi.>  oxnapiv, 
but  by  His  gira:c  and  by  the  he,  "  cr  c"  - 
l^sibrg  ive. 'i'gmnc.  ,  He  be-  -b.  ?, 
and  giicf  more  easy  to  o-kJ.w:  ;  for  w  * 
/rfrhJi  is  ri  p  ‘  os  ct)  l  n  •*••?•'(  .•  ;  '  7  7*y7 

Oj  (jUf  trihr  /uCo/t,  •//;(•  rl:<  •//  for  :  i  '  •••■ 

•)nefi'-",  a  ex.  r.ertiujly  an  eternal  v't  pht  e  ' 
rjloi  i/.'2 

Clu-istit'jiHy  ToiioI'C5'.  Pta^licaHy  tl«y 
Right  sho  of 

Therefore,  those  whom  fortune  ikv<>m 
i  II.  Timothy  ii.  12.  2  IT  CuviHlk h.  IT. 
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are  warned  that  freedom  from  sorrow,  refused  to  the  poor  as  done  or  refused  to 


and  abundance  of  earthly  riches,  are  no 
guarantee  of  the  beatitude  that  shall 
never  end,  but  rather  the  contrary;  1 
that  the  rich  should  tremble  at  the 
threatenings  of  Jesus  Christ  —  threaten- 
lugs  so  strange  in  the  mouth  of  our 
Lord; 2  anti  that  a  most  strict  account 
1  m  l  be  given  to  the  Supreme  Judge  for 
all  tin*  t  we  possess-.  The  chiefest  and  m  ost 
excellent  rule  for  the  right  use  of  money 
is  one  which  the  heathen  philosophers 
indicated,  but  which  the  Church  lias 
traced  out  clearly,  and  has  not  o n)y  made 
known  to  men’s  minds,  but  has  impressed 
upon  their  lives.  It  rests  on  the  princi¬ 
ple  tin  t  it  is  one  thing  to  have  a  right  to 
the  possession  of  money,  and  another  to 
have  a  right  to  use  money  as  one  pleases. 
Private  ownership,  as  we  have  seen,  is 
the  natural  right  of  man;  and  to  exercise 
that  right,  especially  as  members  of  so¬ 
ciety,  h  not  only  lawful,  but  absolutely 
nee  wswy.  It  is  lawful ,  says  St.  Thomas 
of  Aquin,  foi  a  man  to  hold  private 
property;  and  it  is  also  necessary  joe  the 
car  lying  on  of  human  life . 3  Put  if  the 
queu/on  be  aAo  l,  How  must  oi.-c’s  pos¬ 
ses- ion.  be  u-ed  ?  the  Church,  replies 
with  it  hwHM  loo  in  the  v  ords  of  the 
Ban>*:  holy  Doctor  :  Man  should  not  con- 
side)  hip  r,  ?_ven  d  possessions  as  Ids  own, 
ou;  as  con  nr  n  to  all.  so  a  e  to  share  ih'r.i 
f • ;  ■  ■'  d i i; : 7 rj  v: hzn  oik e .  s  a , x  h ■  o  c. e.\ l. 
oh-rs:  r>  -  Am  a  He  Sfiith ,  Gorur.a?^ 7  ire 
in  \  cf  this  a  or  ‘a  ...  to  give  with 

•  ax  -o  c nudenied  True,  no  one  is 
corwi-vudc  to  distribute  to  others  that 
wf/ol  i  rerpif  *ti  for  Liz  on  ri  necessities 
and  tlio-c  el  hie  household;  nor  even  to 
v  i  s  e  an  ay  vdjfp  is  reasonably  reputed  to 
beep  up  hvcofrvi'jgl}  his  coiuIiPon  in-  life  ; 
for  no  one-  ought  to  live  v nhc . cmingly I 

when  i-  *ocM:ity  has  been  supplied, 
T  u  •  h  p  .’;'or  A  considered,  it  is 
<•  duD  to  give  to  the  indigent  out  of  that 

•  d  -v1  is  o\c  That  u  hi  oh  remoincth 
j,  ol,t  pp  ji  p  f,  clnty,  not  of  justice 

(•*  •  :  t  m  extrci  vi  c'  <c  ),  but  of  Clubs 

cbtiity  a  duty  v  bich  is  not  cm 
•'  b.  1  n  j  ,  i  i  i,.  Put  tie  ]rv,  sand 
pi  i:  'jou  of  nun  must  give  niece  io  the 

'  ,  1  *  I  1  1.0  '■> ■,  >  •  1 , 

|U  .  >  Ui  i  U  ,  i.s  .  i  V  ' 

■  ‘  hf  V-  >>'i 3  s on s  urges  on  P»  w 

ihc  predict  (  f  almsgiving — It 
■  n  ■  j  <■  bhs.Hl  to  give  than  to  receive ;Y 
uni  Who  will  count  a  kindness  done  or 

1  St.  Malle  mv  xix.  23.21.  -St,  Luke  vi.|  24, 
23  .  H  a  2  t  Q.  Lwi.  Art.  2.  *  II  ,'d.  Q.  lx\. 

Am  2.  5 /&>•/.  Q.  xxxii.  Art.  G.  0  St.  Luke  xi. 
41.  7  Ar*x  rx.  35. 


Ilimself — as  long .  as  you  did  it  to  one  of 
My  least  brethren ,  you  did  it  to  Ml.1 
Thus  to  sum  up  what  has  been  said  :  — 
Whoever  lias  received  from  the  Divine 
bounty  a  large  share  of  blessings,  whet fur 
they  be  external  and  corporal,  or  giA-  of 
the  mind,'  has  received  them  fm  th 
purpose  of  using  them  for  the  per"  a  -  . 
of  his  own  nature,  mil,  at  th*  swh.  /• 
that  he  may  employ  them,  as  the  mini  w 
of  God’s  Providence,  for  the  ben  ,-P  of 
others.  He  that  hath  a  talent,  mys 
Gregory  the  Great,  let  him  see  ihr  i  hi 
hideth  not;  he  that  hath  abn-ndancf- .  id 
him  arouse  1 dm s elf  io  mercy  and  go  r- 
osity  ;  he  that  hath  art  and  shill,  lit  hi  r 
do  his  best  to  share  the  use  and  the  vt:h  o 
thereof  with  Jds  neighbor .2 

The  Dignity  of  Labor. 

As  fc>r  those  who  do  not  posse m  tV 
gut.:  of  fortune,  they  arc  taught  ly  ib  . 
Chinch  that,  in  God’s  sight  poverty  :j  o 
disgrace,  and  that  there  is  nothing  io  •• 
aslv  niod  of  in  seeking  one’s  breni  :g 
labor.  Thi-  is  strengthened  hg  wh  / 
see  in  Clu At  Hirnkclf.  Who  usVmw 
wen,  rich- .  f>r  cm  sales  became  poo-  :  * 
end  ho,  l>-  ing  the  Son  of  God, 

God  Jfn  i.mH  chose  to  s.ecur  and  to  i 
considered  the  son  of  a  carpenter n*  r . 
did  not  dDdcin  to  sn  •• 7  •  •.  g  .  ’  p. 

IT  is  lifers  a  carpc-  fet  ’Dm  w:  .  ?.* 

dws  the  carpcnf'r,  the  Xq.-.  cf  /**  .  / 

J/rom  Ihc  c.uitC'Mp'h ii.cn  of  ihu?  P/'  1 
example,  it  is  eayg  to  r 'f1  Ac// 
true  dignity  rnd'  evC'/i cc  of  m  :*  ;•  ' 
in  hio  moral  qualities,  t T »  i  i: ,  !■  d. 
that  virtue  is  the  common  inher'd  •  ,< 

all,  equcJPv  within  the  reach  of  high 
long  rich  and  po-rr ;  end  ih >  t  virtu  •  •  • 
virtue  alone,  v/hcrever  Pmud  ^  h 
followed  by  the  reex.' -D  of  e\  erh- -('•  x  n  .  _• 
pineos.  Nay,  God  Hin  -elf  roc  x.  hi  i 
cliuc  moiw  to  th  v;}  ■  c  u '  e  cv*l 
elc-au  Ohri-A  erd ! He  po  w  bl  d  ; 
lovingly  invite-'  tho^o  ix  lob  '  :  •* 
to  com ■'  to  Him  Cor  sol;  .*  ; <t  r ' 
di  yh-ys  the  t mule rc-t  c)i  -li;  (e  foil 
and  Qpp’vr  od.  Tlu.--.  rr  L  c  *.  v 
fail  to  leepdo-,,].  iiiep.T  A.  iViv  .  ■ 
are  well  off,  and  io  eh  ex :  th..  s]'rii  m  :  • 
atdfC  d  ;  to  hv  liii  tf.*  L>i .  .  ( i» 

osiiy,  and  the  h'.Uc  tc  tim  ,.•!  ^ 
lion.  Thus  Pie  »cpar;»iion  v, hhO 

1Sl.  Matthew  xxv.  -.10.  -  St.  Oisg-";.- 

Great.  Horn.  ix.  in  Evcinyel.  u.  7.  ^2  v  • 
t.liians  viii.  9.  4  St.  ik  vi.  3.  5  St.  M. 
v.  3:  “Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit.”  m 
xi.  28  :  “  Come  to  jfe  c  U  you  that  laboi  and  c 
burdened,  and  I  will  refresh  you.” 


tuj  - 1  vr  ycjlicjz  lt,  i  ±er. 


v; ou Id  mat  ■  tends  to  disappear- ,  nor  vnll 
i:  ;-  e  difiicult  to  make  rich  and  poor  join 
•  •?.  ds  in  friendly  concord. 

1-Uu-,  if  Christian  precepts  prevail,  the 
r..  o  classes  will  no/,  only  be  united  in  the 
rends  of  fricmhdbp,  but  also  in  those  of 
ii.i  iberly  love.  Per  they  wifi  understand 
■  1  isei  the-  all  men  are  the  children  of 
i '  i;  O- ;  -  a  on  P .  I  her ,  that  i  ^  3  o  r  ( i  od ;  th  at 
r’j  ..  tin  -row  last  end,  v»hkliis  God 
}  i.r  -elf,  "Who  alone  can  make  either 
■v  or  any  els  absolutely  and  perfectly 
l  ’■)  .py  •  that  all  and  each  are  redeemed  by 
Jest  s  Christ,  and  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
,  riklren  of  God,  and  are  thus  united  in 
brotherly  tics  both  with  each  oilier  and 
v  ith  Jesus  Christ,  the  firstborn  among ' 
mo-rg  brethren;  that  the  blessings  of 
ir-iure  and  the  gifts  of  grace  belong  in 
common  to  the  whole  human  race,  and 
that  to  all,  except  to  those  who  are 
r I? worthy,  is  promised  the  inheritance  of 
the  .Kingdom  of  Heaven.  If  sons ,  heirs 
on or  heirs  indeed  of  God ,  and  co-heirs 
of  Christ.1  ^ 

d'e.ch  is  the  scheme  of  duties  and  of 
rights  which  is  put  forth  to  the  world  by 
•:  Gospel.  Would  it  not  seem  that 

-nr  °  mud  quickly  cease  were  society 
*  V-uncuated  with  ideas  like  these  ? 

‘  ceial  Idvils  to  be  Remedied  only  by 
Pr.Wwr.  to  Christian  hide  and 
institutions. 

jLriv.  the  Church,  not  content  with 
r.oir ting  out  the  remedy,  also  applies  it. 
i  Tor  the  Church  does  its  utmost  to  teach 
l  .  *.d  to  train  men,  arid  to  educate  them; 

i  A  by  means  of  its  Bishops  and  ckegy  it 
[  -Wows  its  salutary  teachings  far  and 
with  .  It  strives  to  influence  the  mind 
rnd  fceait  so  that  all  may  will wgly  yield 
•  bye selves  to  be  formed  and  guided  by 
[  ll  a  co1"  wrndmcivU  of  God.  It  is  ple¬ 
ad  b  in  this  fundamental  and  principal 
K  n'"1  tir,  on  which  everything  depends, 
1  tii a:  \]  e  Church  has  a  power  pccub  v  to 
i  ■  *'.  T"o  gg-m-'Cle-,  wliich  k  cuglotn 
I  #>•■*  pi  . on  51  ;  )i  the  very  pvp'  -■„  of 

K-y.  -  ■:  E'tr  '  -ha  of  )  mm 

-  .  0\  dm  he  is  >.h 

I  f  They  alone  can  lo  •• 

■  IIoim nr  t  heart  and  co  ■  .cbmo  •,  t  *  J 

I  * . .  to  a  a  r.  O.e  o  ].  / "  e  ( 

i*  :y  •  Ll'  j.b  p  a  low.  and  Ltp.wth  .  ic 
I  b  ,  .  .nul  t ] i c 5 r  I'Jlowmmw  vrf 

.'  u  is  unique  and  svpmm.  ,  a«  d 
I  ui.i  •  ms  ly  to  break'  do  vn  every  1  :kei 
|p.i  I  i  I  .-t-iM1  •  in  tLc  tray  of  i  vinuou. 

Id 

3 1  to  man-,  viii.  17. 


On  this  subject  We  need  only  recall 
for  one  moment  the  examples  written 
down  in  history.  Of  these  things  there 
cannot  be  the  shadow  of  doubt;  for 
instance,  that  civil  society  was  renovated 
in  every  part  by  the  teachings  of  Christi¬ 
anity;  that  in  the  strength  of  that  re¬ 
newal  the  human  race  was  lifted  up  to 
better  things  —  nay,  that  it  was  brougtb 
back  from  death  to  life,  and  to  so  excel¬ 
lent  i  life  that  nothing  more  perfect  he  ’ 
been  known  before,  or  will  come  to  pass 
in  the  ages  that  are  yet  to  be.  Of  this 
beneficent  transformation,  Jesus  Christ 
was  at  once  the  first  cause  and  the  final 
purpose;  as  from  Him  all  came,  so  to 
Him  all  was  to  be  referred.  Por  when 5 
by  the  light  of  the  Gospel  message,  the 
human  race  came  to  know  the  grand 
mystery  of  the  Incarnation  of  the  Word 
and  the  redemption  of  roan,  the  life  of 
Jesus  Christ,  God  and  Man,  penetrated 
every  race  and  nation,  and  impregnated 
them  with  His  faith,  His  •  precepts,  and 
His  laws.  And,  if  Society  is  to  be  cm  eel 
now,  in  no  other  way  can  it  be  cured  bm 
by  a  return  to  the  Christian,  life  and 
Christian  institutions.  When  a  society 
is  perishing,  the  true  advice  to  give  ic 
those  who  would  restore  it  is,  to  reck, 
it  to  the  principles  from  which,  it  sprung ; 
for  the  purpose  and  perfection  e.C  w 
association  is  to  aim  at  and  to  attain  x]  >v 
.for  which  it  was  formed,  and  its  open, 
tion  should  be  put  in  motion  and  i  r  /  rW 
by  the  end  and  object  which  origins  by 
gave  it  its  being.  So  that  to  fail  rwo 
from  its  primal  constitution  is  anew  u 
to  go  back  to  it  is  recovery.  And  [A  . 
may  be  asserted  with  the  utmost  bo  ; 
both  of  the  State  in  general  and  of  fir 
body  of  its  citizens  —  by  far  the  gwap 
number —  wbo  sustain  life  by  labor. 

The  Church  Smks  the  X  •.twiol  . i  w  •  • 
of  Piie  wo  o  j  , 

Neither  must  it  be  supposed  id  •  •  n s 
solicitude  of  the  Church  k  so  or.-i  ».i  • 
who  ihe  spin  UP.  concern-.;  of  i  Ga  1 
t  -  neglect  their  ini  or  .  -G.  n  . 

!  ■  fiky.  It*'  de.drc  i .  tk  •  t  f  .  ; 
example,  should  rke  Wow  poo.  -  • 
svr.wchcdn and  slrud'’’  1  ■'  * 

ifulifi’oii  in  he  •  n  -n  I  * >*  i  •  d.  j 
Ty  the  \  or,  fat-1  tboi  w  c-  n.  .<•  ■ 

Hid  fono.s  (bun  to  its  pradu  . 

]fa»Lcs  tbi-.  jtj  no  flight  degr-jv? .  C.v  '  >ii.  t 
moi'dily,  wfj  .'n  it  is  adequately  and  com- 
jjl'-tfby  ])ivefi-ed,  conduce.-:  of  its,  1  ’  to 
tcmpoinl  }>rc speili y,  for  it  nr  lit  ■  the 
bh.  -  im»;  of  that  God  wlio  is  tin.1  .  ourvc*  el 
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all  blessings  ;  it  powerfully  restrains  tlie 
lust  of  possession  nud  the  lust  of  pleasure 
—  twin  plagues,  which  too  often  make  a 
man  without  self-re.-lraint  miserable  in 
the  midst  of  abuudancc  ; 1  it  makes  men 
supply  by  economy  for  the  want  of  means, 
teaching  them  to  be  content  with  frugal 
living,  and  keeping  them  out  of  the  reach, 
of  those  vices  which  cat  up  not  merely 
small  incomes,  but  large  fortunes,  and 
di$sipt  te  many  a  goodly  inheritance. 

Moreover,  the  Church  intervenes  di¬ 
rectly  in  the  interest  of  the  poor,  by  set¬ 
ting  on  foot  and  keeping  up  many  things 
which  it  s’ «  c  s  to  he  efficacious  in  the  relief 
of  poverty.  Here,  again,  it  has  always 
succeeded  so  well  that  it  has  even  ex¬ 
torted  the  praise  of  its  enemies.  Such 
was  the  ardor  of  brotherly  love  among  the 
es  rlic-.v  Christians  that  numbers  of  those 
vhoverc  better  off  deprived  themselves 
of  th'dv  possessions  in  ordei  to  relieve 
th.  ir  hi-eihren  ;  whence  'neither  was  their 
coy;  c  -e  needy  am  any  them.9  To  the 
o  cV  cf  Th  -eon.  ,  instituted  for  that  very 
pn  (  c,  a  ns  committed  hy  the  Apostles 
do  c  u  of  t! t u  drily  distributions  ;  and 
the  .  ■-th  Paul,  though  burdened  with 
tin  /'Vince  of  ah  the  churches.  Lcsi- 
mu  1  noi  io  tin  1  -•  tab*  ]{#l>o.  Cm journeys 
in  order  to  carry  the  alms  of  the  faithful 
to  the- ]!'.»•  uti  CirrloLkun  Tenuhe  calk 
these  coiitributions,  gb> cut  a  clunk  AX  by 
Cbruiians  in  their  a:-  annbliek,  deposits  cf 
We  la  ;  1  car  e,  to  cite  bis.  words,  they 
A.eru  employed  in  feeding  the  ?u cdy,  in, 

h  !. •//.* n(i  i’Ac/U,  iii  tht  support  (f  bot/S  O.nd 

oir1 1  destitute  of  means  and  deprived  of 
ii.e’r  parents,  in  the  cu/c  of  ihe  aged,  a>ul 
in  the  7  rlkf  of  the  ship":  re  e]  <Y/.3 

Thu-  by  c\,u cc  canu'  imo  emVmnce 
it  i  patrimony  which  the  Church  has 
giuudovl  A\vh  rci  ghan  cure  as  the  inheii- 
(iiucc  of  the  }>(•■  y .  Xayu  1  ;  spare  them 
th'-  -Pai  o'  o.:  begging,  the.  conunw 

ci  *]•  0f  rk.L  a^d  ]>r ov  has  evened 
h  i  A  Ic  galhc-  together  fi  nds  for  the 
'  y  t  o f  the  ]  eedr.  The  Chm<  a  Irn 

;•  b  ip  c- mg,  whore  the  hiwokm  of 
■  i  in'1  hi  -  estuhli.d.cfl  CoJigre 
A  i  !  ■  ‘giiite-  r  •  in;  ay  other  mM'd 
i  •  .  H  i.'d.u.  ;  ior  li el] ^  and  mercy  3  so  thui 
<"j  ■<  >  1.  rdy  f .  ;  kind  o<  ww  •  *v. 

\  l«jw  a  >  noi  a1?X  (1  ;•*•<!  relieved. 

.  i  th<.  pio-«  n  day  tliuK  am  many  A’ho, 
lb."  th.  licjdhou  of  old,  blame  and  con¬ 
do*  u  the  Church  for  this  beautiful  charity. 


1  “  Tin*  mot  of  all  evils  is  cupidity.”—  I  Tim. 
vi.  10.  -  Artsiv.  >'A.  3  A/xilofjia  .sc amnio,  xx.xix. 


They  would suhstilutc  in  h-  plan,  a  1  .  • 
of  State-organized  relief.  Hut-  no  hnnis’lj 
methods  will  ca  er  supply  for  the  dcvmma 
and  self-sacrifice  of  Christian  chaiV 
Charityy  as  a  virtue,  belong:  In  X 
Chui'i  h  ;  for  it  is  no  virtue  m  h.  .  ; 
di<  wn  from  the  Sacred  IK-  A  of  A 
(A±A A  ;  and  3)0  vl  a  tu  '»  his  b.  -1 

Cl-  in  h  c  nmol  b  ’ .  ■  to  l'l  j  i 
The  Stage’s  ,S.{*  wr-  in  the  V  • 

Poiorp 

It  cannot,  bovrevci,  h  •  daub'  ’  thu 
attain  the  purpose  of  which  fV  e  i :•».  •  i 
onA  the  Church,  bin  all  hum-  am 
must  conspire.  All  a\L.o  an  c<  m  i 
in  the  matter  must  he  of  one  n  *  -  ■■  . 
must  act  together.  It  k  in  tbk,  ;  ■  : 
Providence  which  go\qin  Ac*  X ■  , 

results  do  not  happen  v.vu  AdiCa;  A’  ■ 
causes  co  operate. 

Let  us  now,  there  on  e,  inrpu 
part  the  State  should  phay  in  the  v.  <•/ 
remedy  and  relief. 

By  the  State  'We  he  t,  vm.dr.- a  L  i,  l 
the  particular  form  of  gov<  inV'^u  • 
prevails  in  thi'-.  ov  that  nniioi  .  h  . 
State  as  rightly  und*:  ran-  od  ;  in  a  :  ~  ’  >  • 
any  gow'ritju^nl  anal  v.A-h-  b  * 
tuiiOiis  to  Aght  le;  -U  •  -  ;  ■  I 

and  to  those  dictates  of  ihe  *J  )j  s  ina  v. .  «  0>» 
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wise 

htflesv  u.n.'h'; » 

i  1  tb 

head-. 

of  the  rhaiv 

f\0 W  f 

p.n.v 

,r<  ami  JmW- 

"  ‘h 

Avell-r 

A  g  i'  la  ted  fiU-'hy 
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'•iii  | 

A  A 

t.  po->’  ,  cod  i' 

Oi'h.  c. 

and  viiin.ai 

h  i.i 

any  ^uspi  -ion  of  ton1;.  ' .  . 
it  is  the  piovincv  of  ih,  c t •  i 
to  cou-ull  for  the  c  n:v.  n  v-i  •  1 
the  niL>n  tliat  is  done  for  ■]*  w.  ; 
population  by'  tlie  gmuial  !  thr 

country,  the  less  need  will  there  he  to 
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peek  for  particular  moans  to  relieve  them. 
There  is  another  and  a  deeper  considera¬ 
tion  which  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

To  the  State  the  Interests  of:  all  are 
Equal 

v. 'h.vher  high  or  low.  The  poor  are 
nuvJws  of  the  national  coninumity 
cqU.VL  with  the  rich  ;  they  are  real  com¬ 
ponent  parts,  living  parts,  which  make  up, 
through  the  family  the  living  body  ;  and 
U  v  d  hardly  be  said  that  they  are  by  far 
ike  majority.  It  would  be  irrational  to 
b*- greet  one  portion  of  the  citizens  and  to 
Vvoi  another  ;  and,  therefore,  the  public 
adrviu’stration  must  duly  and  solicitously 
. i :v vide  for  the  welfare  and  the  comfort 
<if  the  working  people,  or  else  that  law  of 
ji  m*ce  will  be  violated  which  ordains  that 
i  1 01  i  shall  have  Ms  clue.  To  cite  the  wise 
wwww  of  St.  Thomas  of  Aquin:  As  the 
j.  Vrt  and  the  whole  arc  in  o  certain  sense 

Xicoh  the  part  -may  in  some  sense  claim 
•nwf  l clangs  to  ilie  whole.1  Among  the 
■  uy  and  grave  duties  of  rulers  who 
■ /  'Wild  clo  their  best  for  the  people,  the 
w  v  and  chief  is  to  act  with  strict  justice 
--with  that  justice  which  is  called  in  the 
pdjrmls  di $tr iln 'Live  —  towards  each  and 

w.  ny  class. 

Put  wthough  all  citizens,  without  ex- 
cr  t  aw,  cm  and  ought  to  contribute  to 
w  f  ewarnon  good  in  which  individuals 

■  ■  *  o  rroniablv  to  themselves,  yet,  it. is 

tw. ;  to  --  supposed  that  all  can  contribute 
IT  d; TcW.e  way  anu  to  the  same  extent. 

I  w  row'  :?•  what  changes  may  be  made  in 
l  of  government,  there  will  always 
b*  A-Avenees  and  inequalities  of  concil¬ 
ia  )•  .  n  the  State  :  Society  cannot  exist  or 
ta  tnccived  without  them.  Some  there 
r.w  -  be  ;vho  dedicate  themselves  to  the 
m-  l I:  of  the  commonwealth,  who  make 
p  k who  administer  justice,  whose 
Jbiva-e  and  authority  crovern  the  nation  in 

• '  of  peace,  and  defend  it  in  war. 

•  j  •  w '  cite  vly  occupy  the  for  cm  c  st 
new".  in.  thy  and  shor’d  be  held  in 

jp*  '■•»*  e  fev  ion,  f</c  ik  oiv  van] 

!•.  mmib  end.  efv,  :U  'C\  im 

■hi'jri  l  him  of  Urn  oommonity.  Jhmw 

|| •  f*t  "  !'■'».  or  rvln  ••  d  >  no. 

)  •  «•  'Ij-;  •_  l  •*  i  _  •  i  i  oeuvre  in  curb  a 
®  1  •  ag  :  ],c(  thf-y  do  i.i  lh(-  3>'oA 

J« .  •  aty  bOPAb  lie;  DV’OIi.  lliowli 

U*:  1  iin*1- 1  lv.  VAj  have  in  si-1  wl  ihib, 

KjLL  :  i*.  »-  <r<:  on d  of  Society  io  nnb'C  l  .•  i 
5>«.h  • .  ••  ••  i-jiioi  good  the l  Sock  A  c i  n  h 
uf  it-  ’Virtue.  Xc  .  r.tlnp  : in 


all  well-constituted  States  it  is  a  by  no 
means  unimportant  matter  to  provide 
those  bodily  and  external  commodities, 
the  use  of  which  is  necessary  to  virtuous 
action.1  And  in  the  provision  of  material 
well-being,  the  labor  of  the  poor  —  the 
exercise  of  their  skill  and  the  employment 
of  their  strength  in  the  culture  of  the  land 
and  the  workshops  of  trade  — is  most 
efficacious  and  altogether  indispensable. 
Indeed,  their  co-operation  in  this  respect 
is  so  important  that  it  may  lie  truly  said 
that 

It  is  only  by  the  Labor  of  the  Working 
Man  that  States  Grow  Kick. 

Justice,  therefore,  demands  that  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  poorer  population  be  carefully 
watched  over  by  the  Administration,  so  that 
they  who  contribute  so  largely  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  community  may  themselves  share 
in  the  benefits  they  create — that  being  housed, 
clothed,  and  enabled  to  support  life,  they  may 
find  tlieir  existence  less  hard  and  more  endura¬ 
ble.  It  follows  that  whatever  shall  appear  to  be 
conducive  to  the  well-being  of  those  who 
work,  should  receive  favorable  consideration. 
Let  it  not  be  feared  that  solicitude  of  this 
kind  will  injure  any  interest:  on  the  contrary, 
it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  all;  for  if. 
cannot  but  be  good  for  the  commonwealth  to 
secure  from  misery  those  on  whom  it  so 
largely  depends. 

The  Christian  Idea,  of  a  State. 

We  have  said  that  the  State  must  not  absorb 
the  individual  or  the  family;  both  should  be 
allowed  free  and  untrammelled  action  as  far 
is  consistent  with  the  common  good  and  the 
interests  of  others,  Nevertheless,  ruler:- 
should  anxiously  safeguard  the  community 
and  all  its  parts;  the  community,  because 
the  conservation  of  the  community  is  so  era- 
phatically  the  business  of  the  supreme  power, 
that  the  safety  of  the  commonwealth  is  not 
only  the  first  law,  but  it  is  a  Governments 
whole  reason  of  existence;  and  the  parly 
because  both  philosophy  and  the  Gospel  agree 
in  laying  down  that  the  object  of  the  admin  k 
tration  of  the  State  should  be,  not.  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  ruler,  but  the  benefit  c*i  thoa . 
over  whom  he  rales.  The  gift  of  authorb  y  b 
from  God,  ami  is,  as  it  were,  a  participate  ■ 
of  the  highest  of  all  soveivk otic ■».;  and  h 
should  be  CV»  rei“V  .1  ss  th  puYoU  <  f  (A:  : 

fvorci  ml— edllL  a.  iktbvl)  sdlciml..  wide 
not  onh  guides  the  whole  bid  ivwh  *  P> 
d  :.b ,  wbi. 

YVTic.n^vt  tb1  c/nmA  inter*- ;  oi  in}  jee 
tieul  r  class  suffers,  or  is  tknuk-uod  vith. 
e.ils  which  can  in  no  olh  r  v.y  b"  mib  lb 
public  authority  must  ?!•  p  in  to  Hurt  thou  . 
Now.  among  the  inter/;1--  of  tl».'  public, 
of  ywivate  indi\  iduals,  are  tin* so:  that  p-Aw- 
and  good  order  should  be  maiideiucd;  that 

3  St.  Thomas  of  Aquin.  JJc  Ay/'kbu  PfiacL 

ptl>/ J,  ]  .  r.i!  [>  P“. 
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family  life  should  be  carried  on  m  accordance 
with  God's  laws  and  those  of  nature;  tnat 
Religion  should  be  reverenced  and  obeyed; 
thata  high  standard  of  morality  should  pre¬ 
vail  in  public  and  private  life;  that  the.  sanc¬ 
tity  of  justice  should  be  respected,  and  tlm 
no  one  ‘should  injure  another  with  impunity; 
that  the.  members  of  the  commonwealth 
should  grow  up  to  man’s  estate  strong  and 
robust,  and  capable,  if  need  bo.,  oi  guauhng 
and  defending  their  country.  If  by  a  strike, 
or  other  combination  of  workmen,  there 
should  be  imminent  danger  of  disturbance  to 
the  public  peace;  or  if  circumstances  were 
such  that  among  the  laboring  population  the 
the  ties  of  family  life  were  relaxed;  if  Re¬ 
ligion  were  found  to  suffer  through  the  work¬ 
men  not  having  time  and  opportunity  to 
practise  it;  if  in  workshops  aim  fact  one* 
tlmre  were  danger  to  morals  through  the 
inixiim-  of  the  sexes  or  from  any  occasion  oi 
evil*  or  if  employers  laid  burdens  upon  tne 
workmen  wlrich  were  unjust,  or  degraoeu 
them  with  conditions  that  were  repugnant  to 
their  dignity  as  human  beings;  imam ,  n 
health  were  endangered  by  excessive  labor,  or 
bv  woik  unsvdied  to  sex  or  age-  m  diese 
cc,.>l i  there  can  be  no  question  that,  within 
Cpi  i  a  in  limits,  it  would  bo  right  to  call  m  the 
he  In  and  authority  of  the  Law.  I  he  limits 
inmt  be  determined  by  the  nature  ot  the 
o,-esmu  which  calls  for  the  lav’s  interference 
--the  pru  wplc  being  this,  tint  the  law  must 
not  undertake  more,  or  go  further,  than  is 
reguin;!  for  the  remedy  of  the  ev-u  or  the 
remoT-  al  of  the  dan  gw. 

eehal  Conshlcratioii  Due  to  tne  Four. 

Tbhdjis  luust  bo  religiously  respected  when¬ 
ever  l  m  o  are  found;  and  it  is  tbe  duty  of  the 
rubV>  ruhoiity  to  prevent  ami  punish  injury, 

?  od  to  proto- 1  e,-h  one  in  the  possession  ot 
his  own.  Still,  when  there  is  qu^tion  of 
p  .vpp.'o  the  rights  of  iudividuah.  the  poor 
an  1  helpfe-i -  have  a  chhn  to  specie*  considera¬ 
tion.  The  richer  population  have  many  vays 
o"  proteeth.g  them  selves,  and  stand  lem  m 
need  of  help  from  the  Scat.;  thorn,  wno*  are 
b-  '!i,  *»r  hare  no  resources  of  tneiv  own  to 
u  ’•  b*rh  i !tk  i , .  and  rni'rt  chiefly  rely  upon  toe 
ilcTiec  of  ihe  St  at  .  And  it  is  for  tni« 
rM:f>r.  wage-earners,  who  arc,  un  doubt - 
e,jj*  the  o  and  noce-  dtous,  rd  oubl 

,)P  s/**Ml>  <:■  l'CjX  ioT  and  l*Ote<3ed  1j-  ,he 
ci^  1 "  s  <■  1th.  , 

7,  r,  ]  ()  v'.^r,  it  v  ill  beadsisubWo  an  v  civ 

V,T  ,  -iy  to  One  or  two  of  the  more  important 
df  I  ft  i  is. 


u*u*d  Pri\  uti 
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ihoporh*  • 

V  ivU  be  borne  in  mind  that  11m  chief 
thhq.  t<,  ).»•  se.-’urcd  is  the  safe-guarding,  by 
}r* ^  i  tu  ctr  iPi  t  and  }  >l»ey.  of  private  pro] “Tty. 
>  osl  oi  all  is  it  e  ential  in  these  time;,  of 
covut"!-  «reed,  fo  keep  the  multitude  within 
the  line  o?  duty;  for  if  all  may  jn-dly  strive  to 
better  their  condition,  yet  neither  just  ice  nor 
the  cruuntoh  good  allows  anyone  to  seize  that 


which  belongs  to  another,  or,  under  the  pre¬ 
text  of  futile  and  ridiculous  equality,  U>  my 
hands  on  other  people’s  fortunes  It  is  mm 
true  that  bv  far  the  larger  part  of  tl.e  ]vop. 
who  work  prefer  to  improve  themselves  .y 
honest  labor  rather  than  by  doing  wrong  to 
others.  But  there  are  not  a  few  w.io  are 
imbued  with  bad  principles  and  are  anxiom 
for  revolutionary  charge,  and  whose  gr 
purpose  it  is  to  stir  up  tumult  and  ben-. 
about  a  policy  of  violence.  The  amhontvo; 
the  State  should  intervene  to  not  rwww 
upon  these  disturbers,  to  sa^e  tlm  working 
from  their  seditious  arts,  and  to  protect  kw  m 
owners  from  spoliation. 

The  State  Trust  Protect  the  Tmhorcvc’ 
Rights. 

When  work-people  have  recourse  to  a  sti  i  -ce. 
it.  is  frequently  because  the  hours  of  lab'.’’  ‘-re 
too  Ion",  or  the  work  too  h.  rd,  or  bee  .u 
they  consider  their  wayes  msnmcient.  i< 
"rave  inconvenience  of  this  not  nnconr..O'. 
occurrence  should  he  obviat'd  by  un.... 
remedial  measures:  for  such  paralyso  <v. 
labor  not  only  affects  the  masters  cud  t.v.r 
work-people,  but  is  extremely  nvu’rmus^,- 
trade,  and  to  Ihe  general  interests  o.  im 
public:  moreover,  on  such  occr.«ions.  violc’-.  -• 
and  disorder  are  generally  not  it  r  on.  ana 

it  frequently  happens  that  the.  public  pr1  v  '  - 
threatened."  The  lews  should  1.  b  -io-o  • 

and  prevent  these  tronbles  from  snsmiiM 
should  lend  their  influence  and  ;uv •  .10  -  . 

the  removal  in  good  time  of  the  rr.'s  rt'r, 
lead  to  conflicts  bets  >  en  m-  and  t  • 

whom  they  employ.  ,  ' 

But  if  the  owners  of  property  nms  l.-;-.  ■; 
secure,  the  ‘WorkinfU,  too,  has  T> 
possessions-  in  whMi  he  mns»  be  p::>q.  ..c- 
and.  first  of  all,  lb-  hi.  Mhrltiv..  -n 

mental  interests.  Life  on  earth,  ho  -  ( 
good  and  de-dr."  bio  in  ns-'h.  m  not  tn> 
purpose  for  which  man  crv.ioi  ;  it,  i  e  .  . 
the  wav  and  the  means  to  that  attouim'-n-/' 
troth,  and  that  pm-M  f  ?•  go  m  '  .  ; 

the  full  life  of  the  son!  eou-mts.  U 
soul  which  is  mad.,  effr  the  r-.:  ^  am 
ness  of  God;  it  is  in  the  soul  th-d  :  •-  , 

resides,  in  virtue  of  which  men  ueomw. 
to  rule  the  creatin'  >  i  hn.p  and  .o  -■ 
all  the  earth  and  1'  ■>  ocean  for  ha.  puc  .  . 
advantage.  Fill  th  ^,-fh  «■  n7  »>•■•»- "  ;  • 
anFrule  over  lh-  fi.hr.  o'  fV  sort,  anr  nn 
fowl*  of  the  air.  1  1  ’’  Ii'.'ii  ff  o'. i. 

wore  V/!  >'  l  '  1  Hi  l:ns  ic.i.'rc 

all  men  arc  eqnsl:  h>  •  ’•  oocc.  uc- 

tween  rich,  and  pen  r,  rn.i:  u  >  *•«*«* 
ruler  and  ml  L  for  n  »**' 

Xo  man  may  or.li.iyc  with  •>  :h“.s  Wi— 

m  in  dignity  which  God  him'-ll  !'•  •  >«  ^>"*1 
)■/>(•  tcc/icc,  nor  stand  in  Ihe  May  of  tha:  his'.i'.c 
life  which  is  the  preparation  for  the  etei-oc-L 
life  of  T  tea  von.  Nay.  more:  a  man  has  ntet 
no  power  over  himself.  To  consen,  w>  ^ 
treatment  which  is  calenlat.  d  to  def«o.e  ttwi. 
end  and  purpose  of  his  heiny  is  beyond  t,s 


1  Genesis  i.  28.  mans  x.  12. 
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light:  bo  cannot  c ive  up  bis  soul  io  servitude; 
f  ■  it  i?  iit.t  ;v  L$  own  rights  vhb.h  are  here 
i  \  oueiHoii  b-  '•  the  rkbrs  of  God,  most  sa- 
.  •  ’  !  invi  li  .Hc. 

.\u  1  this  follmv.?  Hr  ohlig  dieii  of  the  COS" 
-  ■.  io; i  of  v,oiV  ml  1  ibm-  on  Sundays  and 
L  )  fie.LivaK  Thb  i  m  from  hbor  is  not 
|o  \  ■  understood  as  i  n  v  idkiwss:  much  less 

•  t  if  be  en  ooend  -n  of  >  vrLw;  money  and 
.*  \ lei  on*  excess,  as  many  would  desiiO  it  to 

it  should  be  rest  from  labor  conse- 
■  e  i  by  religion  Impose-  united  with  relig¬ 
ion..  observance  disposes  man  to  forget  for 
;  vh*k  the  bn  brews  of  this  daily  life,  and  to 
turn  his  thoughts  to  heavenly  things  and  to 
vhe  worship  which  he  so  strictly  owes  to  the 
Kto:nJ  Deity.  It  is  this,  above  all,  which  is 
the  reason  and  motive  of  the  Sunday  rest;  a 
i  ■'  sanctioned  by  God’s  great  law  of  the  an- 
uknv  covenant.  Renumber  thou  keep  holy  the 
-c  LLM  Deo/,1  and  laud'd  to  the  world  by  His 
o to  mvderious  “rest”  after  the  creation  of 
roe  He  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from  all 
L  w  \;nrk  which  lie  had  done.2 

Le.ee  the  Laborers  from  the  Cruelty  of 
Sp  emulators  in  Labor. 

If  we  turn  now  to  things  exterior  and  cor- 
V  ‘  .I,  the  first  concern  of  all  is  to  save  the 

-  r  workers  from  the  cruelty  of  grasping 
•g,:-,  boors,  who  use  human goings  as  mere 
i : :  ‘ :•  v  ‘.a :  •  rt *  w  j n wn n Hxii oney.  If) s  neither 
mu  bomsnhy  sold  gi  hid  men  down 
w::k  excessive  labor  as  to  stupefy  their  minds 
1  V  A »■  bodies.  Han’s  powers, 

b  Lis  genera]  nature,  are  limited,  and  be- 
’  v  »b  d.'u  Ihniis  lie  cannot  go,  IDs  strength 
b  1  -vot.-  ^od  mid  increased  by  rue  and.  exemise, 
on  condition  of  due  hit  amission 
j*L  prove :  rest.  Daily  labor,  therefore,  must 

•  o  m  lulr.t^-d  that  it  may  not  be  protracted 

•  L;  hewer  hours  than  strength  admits. 
Ib  i  nuv  y  and  Low  long  the  interval  of  rest 
-bo,  Li  be.  will  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the 

on  cireum. Lances  of  time  and  place, 
?<L  •:■:*.  Lw  health  and  strength  of  the  wovk- 

Tha?c  who  labor  in  mines  and  quar- 

•  .  an  1  in  wok  within  the  bvweis  of  the 

*  .  t  mould  Mr ~  shorter  houw  in  proportion 
•-  i L  , •  Mu  is  more  wwre  and  more  trying 
.  *  li.  ••Lb,  Lb-  it .  ?cLw  in*:  ue.ocd;  cn  tL •_  year 

b  ra  -  .i  M  a:  v  '  i :  for  ml  unfim 
d  ):  Lor  i  \  r*  one  t'n»  - 
-  r  L  i.-.w  ,  b:  .  1  r  wry  <ci.<- 

'  •  ■:  b  v.  *  b  wnh  bln  for  a 
1  _  <£j|. fiT 1 1 , ,  *  .*  '  •  fib  M  n'*pib  eil 


. .  ;o  rhbw  w.  ■  at  c<  rc 

ru.  *-'#  I  f  t •  ■;--.*  not  cy  pi;  Or  tk'-m  iu  work- 
in*  i  -  end  b  .  un;L  tb  .-L  bo  ii  »>  and 

.  •'  ■  w  .*  : ■  u : t j '  nr!  uj  e.  i  or  311  .1  as 

VilltM  .  *.;  .  •  y  ‘  roye  ih“  bobs  of  ^ .  wi  1  SO 

J  ;  be;  ey'/wLnw  of  life’-  !<  .  1  work 
ii'd'  Mill  <  yoeng  prori  iv^  <  f  a  Huhr  .  ],'>,v(u,s1 
T(j;..k<  «■  i,y  real  fduowion  Lj'j  tide. 

J  bbxo.n^  y.8.  ?G  j  •  i-5  ii.  1.  ti- 


Women,  again,  are  not  suited  to  certain 
trades  ;  for  a  woman  is  by  nature  fitted  for, 
Lome- work,  andHt^fh atTwhi ch  isHres t  adapted 
tv  police  to  prcservclier  modesty,  and  to  pro- 
niote_,lhe  good  bringing  up  of  children  and 
the  well-being  of  tire  family.  As  a  general 
y^fihcfplc,  if  may  be  laid  down,  that  a  work¬ 
man  ought  to  have  leisure  and  rest  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  his  strength  ;  for 
the  waste  of  strength  must  be  repaired  by  the 
cessation  of  work. 

In  all  agreements  between  masters  and 
work-people,  there  is  always  the  condition, 
expressed  or  understood,  that  there  be  allowed 
proper  rest  for  soul  and  body.  To  agree  in 
any  other  sense  would  be  against  wlmt  is 
right  and  just  ;  for  it  can  never  be  right  or 
just  to  require  on  the  one  side,  or  to  prowiw 
on  the  other,  the  giving  up  of  those  drubs 
which  a  man  owes  to  his  God  and  to  hiwwlf 

Employers’  Moral  Obligation  to  Lap 
Fair  Wagesb 

We  now  approach  a  subject  of  very  greet 
importance,  and  one  on  which,  if  evbvi  w 
are  to  be  avoided,  right  ideas  arc  ab-  ohdely 
necessary.  Wages,  we  are  told,  are  fixed  by 
free  consent;  and,  therefore,  the  employer, 
when  he  pays  what  was  agreed  ipmn,  has 
done  his  part,  and  is  not  called  upon  for 
anything  further.  The  ordy  "way,  h  is  sob], 
in  which  injustice  could  happen,  would  be 
if  the  master  refused  to  pay  the  v-w  -/  gko 
-wages,  or  the  workman  would  not  eempiu  ^ 
the  work  undertaker ;  when  this  happens 
the  State  should  intervene,  to  r°e  Lb  wu.L 
obtains  bis  own — but  not  under’  am;  other 
circumstances. 

This  mode  of  reasoning  is  hy  j  o  me  un¬ 
convincing  to  a,  fair-minded  mm  for  tlm  " 
are  important  considerations  wlricl  it  leave'., 
out  of  view  altogether,  To  3;  new  i,  \c  em  b 
one’s  self  for  the  sake  of  pin  no  hug  b 

necessary  for  the  purposes  of  life,  and  mo  t 
of  all  for  self-presei  >  at  ion.  La  the  m  m  ' 
thy  hr oio  thou  shall  eat  brrad.1  Lb 
a  man’s  labor  has  two  note.,  or  chsrr  km. 
First  of  all,  it  is  personal ;  for  the  wowim 
of  individual  power  bolonf-g  to  tlm  r  ibLv  ’ 
who  pufi.  it  forth,  c-jiipLq,  ieg  !h?  j-j  "■  «  w 
that  per oon al  p ro fit  for  r . b i ; h  i t  v  bkij. 

Secondly,  m-  u’s  labor  is  n*-<  .*  •  a y  ,  fc a  -"bd 
out  the  mik-i  of  labor  a  m.-n  -  ;  w  ''Wv  . 
mid  self-aOnto  \%.fb.  i-  a  l;!y,-  (a  >,• 

Which  it  i.-,  V.vong  10  died  ay.  Ko*  u  •: 
v.  to  comn*  hr  kb.’  i»im  ■),  ;  f  -  >•  • 

personal,  dic.fi'hn  it  vroml  1  1  vLitL* 
workman’s  right  to  rcevb  an;.  w*i  •  oV  w: 
Vhal «•  v  m  ;  f  >■  t it*  .s  ■  ■*.  m-  *  » 

to  work  or  imt,  so  he  r  fu  e  io  ;  *  -|  ■  m 
nnuuneration  or  cve/i  rone  at  all.  IL't  rliii 
is  a  mme  absU”1  ct  sup})osii '  >  i ;  the  M>or  o'* 
the  working  nr.n  is  not  only  his  ])iuuerd 
aUribute,  but  it  is  meessOry  ;  and  this  m;  ?.* 
all  the  dii  \  min*.  I’he  pres  'iwatioir  of  lit  *  is 
the  bonnden  dmy  in  each  and  ell,  and  to  fj*il 
fberein  is  a  crime.  H  folloV  s  tl  a‘  each  om 
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has  a‘  light  to  procure  what  is  required  in 
ord  a  lo  live;  ana  the  poor  can  procure  it  in 
no  other  way  than  by  work  and  wages. 

Let  it  be  grant  eel,  then,  that,  as  a  rule, 
workman  ana  employer  should  make ^iree 
agreements,  and  in  particular  should  freely 
amv.*  uT  to  wages;  lieveriliele.ss,  the?,e  is  a 
dictate  of  nature  more  imperious  and  menu 
ancient  than  any  bargain  between  man  and 
man,  mat  the  remuneration  must  be  enough 
to  support  the  wege-eornei  in  reasonable  and 
frugal  comiort.  li  thro  ugh  necessity  or  fear 
of  a  worse  evil,  fliT-  wuiLniTin jtcce  p?  s  nartlrn- 
•^5ondition's~hecausc  ancmplover  or  a  contractor 
"“will  give"  him  no  better,  he  is 


the  victim  of 


force"  an  .rTnj  List  ice.  In  these  and  similar 

questions,  however—  such  as,  for  example, 
tire  hours  of  labor  in  different  trades,  trie 
panitary  preev  til-ions  to  be  observed  in  facto¬ 
ries  and  workshops,  etc. —  in  order  to  super¬ 
sede  undue  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
jStste,  especially  as  circumstances,  times,  and 
localities  differ  so  widely,  it  is  ad  visa  bV  that 
recourse  be  had  to  {Societies  or  Boards  such  as 
Vv'e  she*  1  mention  presently,  or  to  some  other 
method  of  safe-guarding  the  interests  of  v age- 
earners;  the  but  to  to  lie  asked  for  approval 
and  protection. 

7'ne  State  should  Favor  Multiplies  tion 
of  I'ropev  ty  Owners. 


the  very  soil  which  yields  in  ia  g on.  •  <o 
labor  or  their  hands,  not  only  food  to  e  r, 
an  abundance  of  good  things  for  tl  ■  ■ 
and  those  that  are  dear  to  tic am  Ii  is  «.  '*  ’  - 
how  such  a  spirit  of  willing  h-bor  wot ; 
to  the  produce  of  the  t  o-  n  and  to  lie.-  . 
of  the  eoinnituiiiy.  A  d  a  third  a  *  ’  ' 

'Would  arise  from  tin,,  mi  i  v-ed'1  <•’ ' 
the  count i >  in  wl'kh  tl  y  w*  »  lean.  1  r 

one  wi  oid  m  f-o.ij  <-  b'o  (  onmry  M  :  l 
land  if  i  i  u.  1  i  » Y*  I  ' 

living  a  tolerable  end  . 

impj'i  'ijt  b'j'Cltis,  ,* 

peeled  on  the  cund»'i-  >•  t . * 
be  not  drained  •nd  i  in 
taxation.  The  lhgh:  t  /  p  • 
city  is  from  mime,  net  L ■ 

{State  has  only  the  wght  to  ;  '  V 
the  interests  oi  lb  •  public  go** 
means  to  abolish  iT  aiLogelb'w. 
tberefoie,  unjust  ami  end  1  if,  i 
taxation,  if  deprive  the  prim 
more  than  is  just, 

Multiply  Yhorki;  g.m cub,  *  . 

In  the  last  place  -  ■  ( mplcy 
may  themselves  clou  t  much  b 
whicli  We  treat,  by  mean.-  of 
lions  and  organizations  v;h>  h 
tune  ascwLance  In  those  if  lwd 
drasv  the  two  oHm*.  miie  etc .  »j 
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If  a  workman’s  wage.-:  be  sufficient  to  ena- 
bk;  him  to  maintidn  himedi',  his  wife,  and  his 
cbibis.  i  in  rcrivmabk  coi  Pc  i,  he  will  not 
•ind  it  dj I'icuP ,  it  lie  is  a  eon: '.’ok  mue,  to 
study  economy;  and  he  will  not  mil,  by  cut- 
lb  ,  dmv.n  c"poi.  ,  to  pm  by  r,  bklc  prop 
c  'ty:  nauuk  and  re-  -on  wouki  tv0  bun  to  do 
this.  We  have  seen  that  tbw  pel  1/ bor 
{;«'<•  ■•Vo  enuo:  be  solved  except  by  r. •  "  uij  g 
as  ,>  n:-'.i'.ei]>lc  that  private  ov  .wr-bup  must  bo 
li  A  me  i •  t  r»it  inyioh-bV  Ti  e  kv,  t.bwe- 
j'o.o,  sue  hid  f.  vor  ownership,  end  it>.  policy 
t’.lo  j  1  j  tv  to  induce  t-s  many  o+’  the  j  :ople  \e 
pc.  s  W  to  become  owner.-. 

finny  eve-blent  resiib’s  v,  ill  follow  fix:  i  this; 

.  id  ii:.-:  V  Hi,  pu  u  vy  v  Hi  '.wn  H  l%  }  .  eme 
more  equitably  divided.  Tor  iko  Ci'tVc:  cl 
civil  ciwng  *  ami  revolution  h  :•  Y'"''  to  divide 
rod.  ly  in  o  two  widely  ddlc  by  e  •  Ui 
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l we»  u  vast  uoubh  and  de.p  poveHy  will  b' 
biidgcl  over,  and  the  two  orders  will  be 
brought  nearer  togdker.  A  noth*  r  con  e- 
quenee  vT i  11  be  the  greaU'r  abundance  of  the 
jruits  of  the  earth.  "Men  always  work  harder 
and  moie  readily  when  they  work  on  tin  t 
winch  is  their  own;  nay,  they  learn  to  love 
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have  arkt  u  by  the  Church’s  auiiioiky  the 
piety  of  th  *  Christian  people.  The  annals  of 
every  nation  down  to  our  own  time4.  t*ntil)  to 
wind  limy  have  don  1  lor  the  li'uiiMi  rac.\  it  is 
indi- puiaL'hj  on  ground?  oi  reason  alone,  that 
such  l  .  ociatioi  o,  being  perlectiy  him  leie.'.s  in 
their  objects,  luve.  the  .sanction  of  the  lav/  of 
nr  tine.  On  tin  h  religious  side,  they  rightly 
el:'  ini  to  bon  ponObk  t<  the.  Ohureh  mum . 
The  a< Inii in. u,  Mrs  of  tJ •  _  U  .te,  tie  if  Un  • 
have  no  rights  over  them,  nor  ecu  they  ci  .v 
any  share  m  theii  mat  -gement.  ;  on  th  j  c*.n- 
trary,  it  is  the  biatc!s  duty  to  re  p.  :l  tad 
cherish  llnm,  uihK  if  necessaiy,  to  d  fmd. 
i>it in  from  attack.  It  is  noionotn  that  /. 
veiy  different  eotnvc  has  been  i'oJ'owed,  moi  * 
especially  in  our  ov  n  times.  In  many  pj: 
tl)e  Mate  iias  laid  violent  luiudd  or.  these  eon  - 
lminilies,  and  eoiunrUcd  manifold  iujmUc  • 
against,  them;  it  lavs  placed  t,I  cm  nuh  r  tv 
civil  Jaw,  taken  away  their  rights  as  co/por:  Te 
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taken  up  the  cause  of  the  working  man,  and 
have  striven  to  make  both  families  and  in¬ 
dividuals  better  oh;  to  infuse  the  spirit  of 
justice  into  the  mutual  relations  of  employer 
and  employed;  to  keep  before  the  eyes  of 
both  claves  the  precepts  of  duty  and  the  laws 
of  the  Gospel  —  that  Gospel  which,  by  incul¬ 
cating  self-restraint,  keeps  men  within  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  and  tends  to  establish 
h.nuuony  among  the  divergent-  intcreds  and 
various  classes  v,  hich  compose  the  Si  a  to.  It 
is  with  such  ends  in  view  that  Yvre  see  men 
(>i  eu  hmnrv  meeting  together  for  discussion, 
lav  the  promotion  of  united  action,  and  for 
practical  work.  Others,  again,  strive  to  unite 
working  people  of  various  kinds  into  associa¬ 
tion.-,  h'  Ip  them  with  their  advice  and  their 
law  :-i,  and  enable  them  to  obtain  honest  and 
pro 'A  ble  work.  The  Hi  shops,  on  their  part, 
Ik-  tow  their  ready  good-v  ill  and  support;  and 
with  their  approval  and  guidance  many  mom- 
h  vs  of  tlie  clergy,  both  secular  and  regular, 
h  V  nr  assiduously  on  behalf  of  tire  spiritual 
i  xuental  interests  of  the  members  of  Asso- 
s  •  fioiv-.  And  there  are  not.  vaulting  Catho¬ 
lic  possessed  of  a  1)1  ueu cc,  v, ho  have,  as  it 
v.r  e,  c:  st  in  their  lot  with  the  wsge-earners, 
p'*d  r  ho  have  spout  large  sums  in  founding 
!  vicb  I j  spreading  Benefit  and  Insurance 
ah  •  i.w,  by  means  of  which  the  wo  king  man 
3<  •  h  rout  dllHculty  acqu.he  by  his  h  hoi 

:■  (iv’\  many  piemen t  advantages,  hut  also 

•o  ■  :  \ty  of  houo'-able  suppo'f  in  time  to 
f  jrov  much  th;  midf  ijdied  ?  •  d  e  mesf 

activity  lias  benefit*  ,d  the  community  rf  large 
,i)  -  rtY  k:r».  to  it /pore  Us  tc;  dv.Ul  upon 
if  "\T’c  /' d  in  it  the  g sounds  of  th  1  mo:’ 
rji »■'*..!  reg  hope  for  the,  iVano;  pioUdml  that 
th  •  -  -  -hra  A  v,  We  have  cl?  .evibeu  continue* 
o.  ’grid  .uver!,  end  am  well  mu’,  wisely 
ojiviriip  •  d,  Jy it  the  .State  welch  owe  th&bd 
Je  i«i  citizens  united  tog<  Ac  in  the 
e e  of  their  right;  but  let  it  mv  threat 
A  A.  into  their  peculiar  concern^  and  th.eir 
O'  giplz  hi  on;  for  things  move  and  live  by  the 
O'd  v,  hhin  th  ou,  and  they  no. y  )v.  killed  by 
the  grasp  of  a  hand  from  without. 

In  order  that  an  Association  ma)  be  carried 
on  with  nnir.v  of  pin  pore  and  harmony  of 
■ « { |on .  1 1  r  or, ;  •  i ! '  v^.tiun  a  lid  go  vc t  -j  u  -  ent  mi  st 
l  1  f  'i"  r.ijd  wise.  All  such  Sochtl.' being 
In.  '  io  < '  '  ,  lu  ve  the  find  her  right  to  adopt 
i>h  ivJ*  .  and  orga  n/atiou  r  3  ;  y  c  i- 
o  '.o  i  'U  ium  •  n  of  then  object*..  "Wo 
f  nA  •  :  i  it  ]  >;  dHe  to  c  iter  i  do  chfuiite 

i';  0<J  'hr,  .«n.bjvCl  of  Oie'iA  tloi.:  this 

1  i  •  on  !  ini  mail  »  1  chi.  o  i  g  oitp*.  ct*c  • 

:  '  •  c-g  (•  on  the  nMi'jv  ami  scope  of 
*'  '  i  )  1  rh». h’  on  i.b’  myn'ilud'1  o< 

’A  i1 .  ■  •;  r  1-d  »<!.', >\ 1  n*  ,,  "ud  cm 
0  1  ■  ('ii  >:  i-.a  i-v.;  i)i’  A'  i  red  o»  shut* — all 
*  •  v .  i  j  j*  .  m  -*  i-  *  cirefuliy  weighed. 

Found,  the  Oi  g wii/mtioiis  on  Ihdigion. 

Speaking  si  nnuarily,  we  may  lay  if  down 
as  a  gemu.il  and  perpetual  law,  that  Work- 
n  -  us  At >u*L tious  should  be  so  organis’d 
m«d  govt  rued  u “v  to  furnish  the  hc.vf  and  must 
si  hr.bA  means  for  attaining  wind  is  aimed 


at,  that  is  to  say,  for  hGpkg  each  b  di b  t ,  1 
member  to  better  liis  conditio  u>  the  mm. -a ,1 
in  body,  mind,  and  property,  it  is  dr  *.*■  \  I 

they  must  pay  special  and  prinoip'i]  riven Gv.l 
to  piety  and  morality,  and  tint  tAit*  ini  '•  1 
discipline  must  be  directed  prociv-h  by  A  ' 
considerations  ;  otherwise  they  enlirdy  in.* 
their  special  charactei',  end  cum  •  to  b  1 

little  better  than  those  societies  which  V  1  n  > 
account  of  Bvclkdon  at  ell.  Wlrit  v.d  ”  ;  I 
can  if  be  to  a  "Worker  u  tu  oh  1  yn 
a  Society  ail  tint  he  mpur  -  .  m;d  io  eii  ! 
his  soul  for  want  of  spirit  .  1  h  'A  V 
doth  U  jn'vft  a  men  if  Jr  <j<'h  (Jr -  I 

world ,  and  suffer  Lav  A  as  of  /A;  on.  u  .ej  >  ’  .  1 
This,  Our  Loi’d  tcrd  a,  is  tin  •  -  I 

cliaroeter  that  distinguish* iho  C,  ' ''•••»  I 
fiom  the  he«iMien.  Ajter  all  .th*  ■<  tM  *  >  I 
the  hcathfn*  seek.  .  .  .  /Sec /  t/t  J., 

Kingdom  of  God  en  d  II h  jmCr  ,  t «  •  ’  1 

these  things  shall  be  adde  l  i>i  to  no:  1  f  1 

our  Associations,  then ,  look  first  *;-:i  I 
all  to  God;  let  religious  instruct ior  h.  r. 
therein  a  foienio  h  plan  ,  ei  eh  one  leii  • 
fully  taught  what  b  his  duty  to  (T/  l,  v  (.  *  f«* 
believe,  what  to  hope  for,  and  how  to  w.:\ 
out  his  salv  tion;  and.  let  all  he  wr.u  j  . 
fortified  with  cvp-ieicl  solid' ud*  ay  ins t  .  •  I 
opinions  and  htho teaching  Let  th*-  I 

iurtii  be  urged  end  led  io  Urn  vox -Up  A  W.i  I 
to  the  earnest  pr  'C-ic  of  rchy.iivji,  :  ’  p 
oth-r  things,  to  the  s  *..u\ Au  ho  i  of  A 
end  festivals,  let  1  i.*.v  h*ri.  to  -  •  -  -31 
and  love  h.Ady  Cur  d-  A*-  •  ••  i 

of  us  all ;  and  so  to  obey  th*.  prw  \  ■  . 

L  '  quvjd  tin*  y  ' ■  rJXC  C  • 


e.noo.ei  U  b xhig  t  . 
fo.:  oh h'- filing  f*i  y\  . 
a  holy  !A  . 

The  foundatiowc  c 
laid  in  Jlcliyi  m,  \  A 
the  rtl  ',ioj  sj  of  1  *  t.  ■ 

in  or  dm  tie  t  tit  - 


ordrb'o 
!  h-  l  !•  I  »’(•• 


.  on.  to  A.' 
•  .s,  o»;  l*  •  ;• 


cord,  and  go  D-n  p.  ^ 

■'  v  wh;  iwui  :-»u  *  :-■ 

The  olhc?..  n  '  ch 

,w  u*  tT*e  8’  dh;. 

he  dkeribuT,  '  foi  ii 

•  gottd  of  \h  • 

itself,  end.  j.  .  e, 

oi.  nifcr  the  ■<  -1 

iii  degree  cm.  no  hi-: 

;e  sMmlii  j*.  ■  n 

with  ii;i:  Andy  ,  t  .•  1  e 

i ,r *.l  viih  (;di 

should  he  any  >  V  ,'! 

id1  i  :  ud'Ub'  .  ■ 

If 

Civtioip  ?l  i*"'  ■  ' 

M.f  ill*! 

C'i of Ully  3  1 

.  Av  v  ■  ■ 

suffer  v.*  :a  1 

r  •  1 1  .  t  c  i 

ad  mini  'f  .-veJ  ;  '  • 

1 1  >K"  F- 

euch  w.«  ; 

in  pj'o| <i  •  •  '  .  ‘ 

>*■  •• 'J  .. 

V" tl  < ' 

ktBu  V  A^r  i 

of  C  id  A  .  '  .hi.  •  1 

rh-du ^  •  pU  doth  -  < 

(he  o'""  ’ .  . 

sh  c’  1 
v,  c;  I  ... 


1  j  • .  S  • 


w  ouhl  b  >  )j  *  re  doA- 
should  be  a  cojumbic.  eojnpu  J  * 
gnd  cap  vb'O  men  of  the  As-’-oci:  •" 
whOo'i  du  y  it  should  be,  lpv  the  !e 
Association,  to  dccidr.  the  dispute, 
the  purposes  of  a  Society  should  )>> 
to  an  an  go  for  a  continuous  supply  e  '..•oil 
tSt.  Mattk.ew  xvi.  2o  -St .  Meitlu  \<  vi.LP 
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at  <il'  limes  and  seamens;  .-■■id  to  c  lie  a  fund 
from  which  the  members  may  be  helped  in 
their  necessities,  not  only  in  caws  of  accident, 
but  also  in  sickness,  old  age,  and  misfortune. 

Studs  rules  and  regulations.  if  obeyed  wili- 
ntviy  by  all,  will  suilieienUy  ensure  the  we  li¬ 
bel  o/  of  poor  people;  whilst  such  Mutual 
A>  -vc. nitons  among  Catholics  are  certain  to 
be  productive,  iti  no  small  degree,  of  pros¬ 
perity  to  the  State.  It  is  not  rash  to  conject¬ 
ure  me  future  from  the  past.  Age  gives  way 
to  rgtvbur.  lira  events  of  one  century  are 
wonderfully  like  those  of  another;  for  they 
are  directed  by  the  Providence  of  God,  Who 
over-rules  the  course  of  history  in  accordance 
with  His  purposes  in  creating  the  race  of 
man.  We  are  told  that  it  was  cast,  as  a 
reproach  on  the  Christians  of  the  early  ages 
of  the  Church,  that  the  greater  number  of 
them  had  to  live  by  begging  or  by  labor. 
Yet,  destitute  as  they  were  of  wealth  and 
influence,  they  ended  by  winning  over  to 
their  side  the  favor  of  the  rich  and  the  good- 
vi.U  of  the  powerful.  They  showed  them¬ 
selves  industrious,  laborious,  and  peaceful, 
men  of  justice,  and,,  above  all,  men  of 
brotherly  love.  In  the  presence  of  such  a 
life  and  such  an  example,  prejudice  dis- 
f.ppvj  red,  the  tongue  of  malevolence  was 
silenced,  and  the  lying  traditions  of  ancient 
superstition  yielded  little  by  little  to  Christian 
truth. 

At  this  moment  the  condition  of  the  work¬ 
ing  population  is  the  question  of  the  hour; 
uud  nothing  can  be  of  higher  interest  to  all 
classes  oi  the  State  than  that  it  should  be 
lightly  and  reasonably  decided.  But  it  will 
l  e  vd.>y  for  Christian  working  men  to  decide 
it  aright  if  they  form  Associations,  choose 
••rise  guides,  and  follow  the  same  path  which 
with  bO  much  advantage  to  themselves  and 
:be  commonwealth  vac  trod  by  their  fathers 
A  'ore  them.  Prejudice,  it  is  true,  is  mighty, 
and  so  is  the  love  of  money;  but  if  the  sense 
of  whai  is  just  and  right  be  not  destroyed  by 
depravity  of  heart,  their  fellow-citizens  are 
sure  to v  be  won  over  to  a  kindly  feeling 
to  ..  awls  men  whom  they  see  to  be  so  indus¬ 
trious  and  so  modest,  who  so  mixaistf  kably 
gvmer  honesty  to  lucre,  and  the  sacrednws 
of  <bwy  to  all  other  considerations. 

AnJ  another  great  advantage  would  reiult 
frou  the  v.-te  or'  things  We  are  describing; 
..kw;  would  ■  e  so  much  more  hope  and 
po--lb;ilty  of  retab A g  to  a  w*nm  of  their 
h:vy  thojj  v.xrktiig  men  who  have  eithw 

veil  up  lkbr  faith  a  together,  or  wit  o'  >  li\ <  J. 
a-r o  at  variance  with  its  preempts.  The:;:s 
*  jcn.  1*’  r,-0:t  ewes,  fccl  that  tl  cy  hero  been 
fooled  by  fiiiyiy  promises,  and  ckeeh'  1  by 
siup,  'vv.:.  Tli JV  cri;.?‘,  but  »4-  i\c 
t.'l«t  111  :h*  gr  pi')r’  <  Sil  kg  Gi.\>  too  0#'lCC  t!,f,'t 
tl.' m  w!u/  tlie  guv. test  inhunvmty,  :  d 
ha-1  By  care  for  tkwn  beyond  she  profh.  their 
Jr  bn*  brings:  and  if  they  bJ<  g  to  a'u 
AwoeiaUom  it  r-  probably  one  in  wbi  d  <h 
emrs,  in  p1-  no  of  charity  m>d  low*,  t'Vt 
immune  F/ubfii  which  aiv/H yz  ?crw  »»  > 
u'u  •  *  'g'iC'1  and  i»Tchglou.>  po*.  erty.  idol  n 
'  i  pfnl  md  wow  dowr  in  body,  ho  *  M"  y 


of  them  would  gladly  free  themselves  from 
this  galling  slavery  I  But  human  respect,  or 
the  dread  of  starvation,  makes  them  afraid 
to  take  the  step.  To  such  as  these,  Catholic 
Associations  are  of  incalculable  service,  help¬ 
ing  them  out  of  tlieir  difficulties,  invitii  g 
them  to  companionship,  and  receiving  the 
repentant  to  a  shelter  in  which  they  may 
securely  trust. 

We  have  now  laid  before  you,  Venerable 
Brethren,  who  are  the  persons,  and  what  are 
the  means,  by  which  this  most  difficult  ques¬ 
tion  must  be  solved.  Every  one  must  put 
liis  hand  to  the  work  which  falls  to  liis  show, 
and  that  at  once  and  immediately,  lest  the 
evil  which  is  already  so  great  may  by  delay 
become  absolutely  beyond  remedy.  Those  1 
who  rule  the  State  must  use  the  law*  and  the 
institutions  of  the  country;  masters  and  rich 
men  must  remember  tlieir  duty;  the  poor, 
whose  interests  are  at  stake,  must  make  every 
lawful  and  proper  effort;  and  since  Religion 
alone,  as  We  said  at  the  beginning,  can 
destroy  the  evil  at  its  root,  all  men  must  be 
persuaded  that  the  primary  thing  needful  is 
to  return  to  real  Christianity,  in  the  absence 
of  which  all  the  plans  and  devices  of  the 
wisest  will  be  of  little  avail. 

As  far  as  regards  the  Church,  its  assist*  mw  l 
will  never  be  wanting,  be  the  time  or  th°  oc-  :j 
casion  wdia.t  it.  may;  and  it  will  intervene 
with  the  greater  effect  in  proportion  as  its 
liberty  of  action  is  the  more  unfettered : ,  hd 
this  be  carefully  noted  by  those  whose  offi  w 
it  is  to  provide  for  the  public  welfare.  Every 
minister  of  holy  Religion  must  throw  into  tl '  1 

conflict  all  the  energy  of  Ms  mini,  and  r  11  tin 
strength  of  his  endurance;  with  yeirn  author¬ 
ity,  Venerable  Brethren,  and  by  your  ex  -  ■  pR ,  ! 

they  must  never  cease  to  urge  upj»i  a1!  v<  » 
of  every  class,  upon  the  high  as  well  a-:  U  •: 
lowly,  the  Gospel  doctrines  of  Christian  life; 
by  every  means  in  their  powc,  they  m  V 
strive  for  the  good  of  the  people;  and  aV.\ o 
all  they  must  earnestly  cherish  in  Ur: re  •  v*.*- , 
and  try  to  arouse  in  others,  Charity,  Jh«»  mis¬ 
tress  and  queen  of  virtues.  Bor  the  i 
re  v  Its  wo  all  long  for  liiuet  be  chiefly  bw  Hu 
about  by  the  plenteous  outpouring  of  Charitv; 
of  that  true  CliriYuau  Charity  which  is  ih 
fulfilling  of  the  whole  G'>p*d  1  1 ,  wMel  i. 
always  ready  to  sacrifice  it- -if  for  others'  s.-slr* . 
and  which  is  man’s  smew  anti  loY  r  ode  / 
worldly  pride  and  imni'-Jcralv  lev*  of  :•  h: 
that  Charity,  whose  ode"  is  dr  c«ril"*d  :i  <• 
whoso  Godlike  fo.'nure*  are  di-wi  by  4 
ApoHle  St.  Ban*  in  the*.*  vonh  :  (./••<  r.;  , 
pittioit)  hi  I'hul  .  •  .  t  ft:  >h  tmt  : 

.  .  .  s vff(n**h  nil  Ihiu'j*,  .  .  .  en  • 

ctb  all  thing*.1 

On  e;* <  li  oj  •  »f  y<  1  ■  V  ••  v  1  1  •  1 

and  on  your  C’h  r  ■  v  : T*  l  1  4  b  .  '  •  « 

of  God’s  nit '.rev  ;  nd  <  m  1 ''  ol  our  ;  . .  , 

\Vo  lovin  ;ly  in  th.»  I  .ml  1»  t*>  t  •»  \  p  *  o1  • 

Ben  dietion. 

Giv  m  at  St.  ]\ »« in  ]a mjr ,  the  MO  n*1 
d *•  y  of  May,  1  o- *  1 ,  the  in  rl  nib  ><  .  ml  Ou 
Bumilie  d  e. 

U-:n  Mil.,  BOir’F.. 

J  1  Co  ifitH  lis  1  7. 
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